UU Children’s RE Lesson Plan 		Date: September 21, 2025

[bookmark: _heading=h.5o4f9ivkuft]Theme for today: Pluralism, Widen the Circle – All this month, we are exploring some of the ways we build belonging in our Unitarian Universalist communities. This week, we are exploring how our faith gives us the “building instructions” of “Widen the circle!” As we explore that, we will have the chance to lift up our UU Value of Pluralism, and its call to embrace our differences and commonalities with love, curiosity, & respect.



Time for All Ages: Wisdom Tale: The Story of the Two Villagers and the Woven Tapestry (A Modern Parable) This story explores how we sometimes can’t fully recognize and welcome what others value and enjoy because we are too focused on what we personally value and enjoy.

	1
	10:45
	Opening Words
(30 seconds)	

	Children recite the opening word with hand motions.
(Touch elbows instead of holding hands)

	2
	
	Chalice Lighting
(15 seconds)

	One child turns on the electric candle in the chalice (or lights votive).


	3
	
	Joys and Concerns
(2-3 minutes)

	Each child can share one joy or concern and place a stone in the tray near the chalice. (No discussion occurs now.)

	4
	
	Discuss and Introduce Activity
(4-6minutes)

	Reflection Prompts
● Did you notice what color Finn’s thread was? How was it described compared to the others? Why was this an important detail? 
● Have you ever felt like Finn—nervous because you were new somewhere, or unsure if you’d be accepted? Who or what made you feel better?
● If you could talk to Finn, what would you say to him to make him feel included?
● Can you think of a time when someone joined your group, class, or team and brought something new or unexpected that made things better?


	  5
	11:00
	1. Hands-on Activity
Set Up/Materials:
Gather and set out pre-cut squares of paper (about 4x4 inches) in various colors and patterns (or let kids cut their own), markers, crayons, stickers, scrap paper, glue sticks, a large sheet of butcher paper or poster board for assembling the quilt.
















2. Book Nook

	1 – Community Quilt Collage
Introduction: Today, we are exploring how we can build belonging by widening our circles and being inclusive of everyone.  To help us do that, we are going to create a quilt collage. This project reminds us that, as UUs, we honor the fact that every person has something special to add, and we believe that our communities become more beautiful when we include everyone.

Directions:
● Invite kids to each take a few paper “quilt squares” and decorate them in a way that represents something about themselves—what makes them unique or what they bring to the community.
● If kids are feeling stuck, you can prompt them with questions like “What makes you you?” “What do you love?” “What’s something you’re good at?”
● Once everyone is finished, work together to glue or tape the squares onto a large sheet, forming a quilt collage.
● Display the quilt with a title like “We Belong Together” or “Our UU Community Quilt.”

Sum It Up: This is what widening the circle looks like—making space for everyone’s story. Our quilt is strong and beautiful because everyone's square belongs and is included!

2 – The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig and Patrice Barton -  A gentle story that teaches how small acts of kindness can help children feel included and allow them to flourish.


	6
	11:30
	Closing
(1-2 minutes)
	Children clean up, gather again to review the day’s session, and extinguish the chalice. Even though the formal session is over, let the children stay in the room for social time until someone comes to get them or 12:00, whichever comes first.
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