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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

September 2018 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

uniteduuc.org

 Office hours
Tuesday, 9-3 p.m.
Friday, 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

September 2 - Failed City or Failed Prophet? Jonah, Nineveh, and Detroit - Mary Beth 
Danielson

Yahweh told Jonah to go to Nineveh and tell those not-like-us people to repent and be better. Jonah went the 
opposite direction and ended up in a whale. What happens when we know the answers before we experience the 
questions? The text for this sermon is: a Day in Detroit.

 September 9 - Water Communion - Rev. David Kraemer

Our annual in-gathering after the business of  summer. Bring a story to share from something significant in your 
life and a small amount of  water to pour into our common bowl. Children’s RE will begin on this Sunday, as well. 
A potluck will follow. The choir will rehearse prior to the service.

September 16 - Speaking in Tongues - Rev. David Kraemer

 How do we speak to each other? How do we avoid speaking past each other? Even among those who share a 
common language, the nuances of  communication require us to pay attention to what the other person is saying 
and how they are saying it. This service, based on the book "The Five Love Languages," by Gary Chapman, is the 
2017 auction sermon requested by Carol Pauly, who was the high bidder on the sermon topic.

September 23 - Survey says … - Rev. David Kraemer

In late August and early September, United members and friends were asked to fill out a survey intended to help 
us shape our ministry over the next several years. What did the results tell us? And where do we go from here?

September 30 - Free and Responsible - Rev. David Kraemer

 Our Fourth Principle, which calls us to commit to a free and responsible search for truth and meaning, is the 
capstone on the arch of  our principles. It invites us, and it compels us. Marcia Romashko, who has graced this 
congregation with a series of  wall hangings inspired by our seven principles, will unveil her next work in the series, 
inspired by the Fourth Principle.
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Letter from David

     What does it mean to be spiritual? Especially 
as Unitarian Universalists. Without a creed or an 
ecclesiastical hierarchy or even a commonly 
shared image of  God, what does spirituality 
mean for us?
     On the wall in front of  my desk is a sticky 
note with a single word on it. It says "identity."  
It’s a reminder to myself  of  a primary question 
on the minds of  many people here. How do we 
express our spiritual identity?
     The question of  identity came up several 
times and in several ways before summer from a 
little polling of  the board, the Committee on 
Ministry, and others here in the church about 
how we see ourselves. It is the focus of  the 
survey the entire congregation is responding to 
now, and will be the topic of  a board planning 
retreat planned for mid-September. 
     You should fill out the survey. It will take a 
short amount of  time. And it will help us.
     In the meantime, as we begin the church 
year, we will offer a new "Exploring Spirituality" 
small group to dive in to this question. 
     The direction of  this group will be decided 
by whoever shows up. I will get us rolling with 
some exercises and questions to help determine 
what spirituality means to the particular people 
who attend. From there, I hope the group will 
find its own direction. I will explore along with 
the rest of  you in this. 
     We might decide to use the Soul Matters 
material in a way other than what we do 
currently over pizza or coffee. We might find 
some books to read. We might begin a practice 
or two. We will see where the group leads us.
     To fit with other activities here at church and 
to provide an opportunity for as much 

participation as possible, let’s meet at 7 p.m. 
on the second Thursday of  the month. In 
September, that means Sept. 13.
     Who are we as a congregation? As 
Unitarian Universalists? As individuals? As a 
group? Questions of  identity are a 
fundamental in the history of  philosophy and 
religion – what does it mean for me to say I 
know something, how can I be good and just, 
what’s really real? 
     There are a lot of  even more nuts-and-
bolts questions of  identity for us to ask 
ourselves now – are we doing the things we 
have said we would do as a church, who do 
we want to be in five years or 10, what do we 
need to do to reach our goals? 
     We will dig in to these questions in coming 
months.
     As we begin again,  Strange Brew/Soul 
Matters groups will continue to meet, this year 
on the third week of  the month – 6 p.m. on 
the third Wednesday at Magellan’s for pizza 
and beverages, and 10 a.m. on the Third 
Thursday at Café de Arts for coffee.
     Patti Kies will continue to offer Dances of  
Univeresal Peace in the sanctuary roughly 
every other month on the third Thursday. 
Check the calendar for dates and times. And 
the Tuesday night Mindful Meditation group 
will continue to meet in the sanctuary.
     And as always, I hope to see you at Sunday 
worship, or a weekday event, or over coffee or 
pizza – wherever the spirit moves you.

Rev. David Kraemer can be 
reached at minister@uniteduuc.org
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious 

Education
 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Treasurer's report

Lake Country UU church bonfire, Sept. 8

    Members and friends of  United UUC are 
invited to a bonfire hosted by Lake Country 
UU Church at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
September 8. LCUUC is located at W299 
N5595 Grace Dr. ,Hartland.
     Please bring a potluck dish to share, chairs 
or blankets to sit on, and a musical instrument 
if  you want to join in the sing along. 

Religious Education

     Religious education this year will again follow the monthly themes set forth 
by Soul Matters. The specific lesson plans will be tailored to best fit  our youth 
community. Additionally, service projects will be incorporated into each 
month’s theme. 
     Due to the increasing age of  most of  the Religious Education participants,  
children will have to be 7 years old to attend regular RE classes.  All children 
under 7 are to attend childcare. This year childcare will be more educational, 
having a small curriculum and activities itself. Occasionally, RE and childcare 
will collaborate for activities and service projects. 
     All children in both RE and childcare need to be registered. Please register 
throughout the month of  September. An electronic version is in the works and 
paper copies will be available at church. Please see Katelyn Berken, the Director 
of  Religious Education, for a paper copy or any questions. 

Hot dogs (meat and vege options) and S'mores 
will be provided.
     Activities will move indoors in the event of  
rain. Everyone is welcome!
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September Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
9/2  - Bonnie Koehler and Jenny McAllister
9/9  - Gen Freese and Peggy Ann Harris
9/16 -  Mary Beth Danielson and Len Lamberg
9/23  - Adele Revoy
9/30 -  Sara Toenes and Tudy Bolling

Coffee hosts
9/2  - Michol Ford and Mike Reavis
9/9  - Gilles and Sarah Fouquart
9/16 -  Edna Pfeiffer and Dona Lundin
9/23  - Barb Johnson and Sandy Zingler
9/30  - Chet and Sally Celenza

Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Circle Suppers

     Spend time with other United members and 
friends over a meal by participating in Circle 
Suppers. Suppers take place once every fall, 
winter and spring with specific dates and times 
determined by hosts. 
     If  you are interested in participating in Circle 
Suppers this year, please contact Sandy Zingler 
at sandbarb@execpc.com or the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com. 

Scedule changes for Strange Brew/Soul 
Matters, Sept. 19 and 20

     Strange Brew/Soul Matters groups will 
continue to meet, this year on the third week of  
the month – 6 p.m. on the third Wednesday at 
Magellan’s for pizza and beverages, and 10 a.m. 
on the Third Thursday at Café de Arts for 
coffee.
     This month we will explore what it means to 
be a people of  vision. 

Let the sun shine

     Our solar panels are now operational. As of  
Friday, August 24, we are hooked up and using 
our solar panels to generate electricty that we 
will use in our church. 
     Paul Bergmann, pictured above, "flips the 
switch".
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Food pantry collection    

    In September, the focus for the food pantry 
collection will be peanut butter and jellly.
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

Threads United, Sept. 19

     Threads United will meet at Marcia 
Romashko's house 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
September 19 . The group is currently making 
quilts for  Healing Hearts, a local non-profit 
agency that offers grief  support. 20 new quilts 
have been made since spring. 
     Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com for 
information.

Ongoing collections

     The Social Action: Service committee 
collects certain items on an ongoing basis. 
Donation bins can be found in the front foyer 
for coats, shoes, purses and personal care 
items. 

The next Social Action: Service committee 
meeting is scheduled for September 16. We 
will begin to plan our activites for the 2018-
2019 church year.

2018 Potluck schedule

     Potlucks will follow service on the second 
Sunday of  the month

Sept. 9     Tailgate fare.  Football season is 
upon us!  Let’s celebrate with our own version.  
Sing up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall now.

Oct.14       Soup and sandwich Sunday.

Nov. 11     Baked potato extravaganza!

Dec. 9       Holiday  Pancake brunch

      A sign-up sheet will be available in the 
Fellowship Hall two weeks prior to a potluck. 
If  you have any questions regarding potlucks, 
please contact Kaye Wickenberg at 
kwickenberg@wi.rr.com.
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Mindfulness Meditation Group, Tuesday 
Evenings

     The mindfulness meditation group meets every 
Tuesday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the UUUC 
sanctuary. We have members from the UUUC and 
the Lake Country UUC as well as people from 
various parts of  Waukesha County. This friendly and 
welcoming group provides an opportunity to learn or 
deepen a mindfulness practice. No previous 
meditation experience is necessary; an introduction 
and guided meditation will be provided for anyone 
new to meditation.
     Various studies have shown the benefits of  
mindfulness meditation: reduced stress and anxiety, 
increased peace of  mind and happiness, improved 
health, and stronger relationships.
     The format for the group includes different types 
of  meditation practice, selected readings, and 
discussion of  readings and practice. During 
September, we will be reading about the importance 
of  living in the present moment from Eckhart Tolle’s 
Practicing the Power of  Now. Copies of  the book 
will be available to share.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with any questions or 
simply join us any Tuesday.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, Sept. 5 
and 19

     The Buddhist study group will meet on 
September 5 and 19  from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Linden Grove campus, 837 Veterans Way, 
Mukwonago.  
     Any interested members, friends, or anyone who 
wishes to bring greater peace to their own minds are 
encouraged to stop in and find out if  this group 
might assist you, or someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Nonviolent Communications practice group

     Interested in becoming a more peaceful presence 
in our world?  Come join the Nonviolent 
Communication (NVC) practice group, (also known 
as Compassionate Communication) at the United 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Waukesha.  
The group will practice the communication 
concepts taught in the book, Nonviolent 
Communication: A Language of  Life by Marshall 
Rosenberg.  Marshall had a history of  bringing 
warring parties to the peace table.
     The practice group will be helpful for people 
who are interested in understanding why they react 
as they do, as well as developing peaceful ways to 
relate with family, friends, colleagues, bosses, and 
people who have differing opinions.
     The UUUC group will be meeting twice a month 
during the day beginning in October.  A day and 
time will be formalized in September by e-mail 
taking into account current and new member 
preferences.  If  you any have questions or would 
like to be placed on the e-mail list, please contact 
Linda Gaughan at 262-789-9736 or 
LMGaughan@yahoo.com or Bonnie Koehler at 
414-940-2805 or cre8livng@yahoo.com.



September 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

4
Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

5 6 7
LCUUC bonfire 
6:30pm 

8

Start of RE 
classes

Water communion 
service

Tailgate fare       
potluck 11:45am

9 10
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

11 12 13 14 15

Social Action: Service 
meeting 11:45am

16 17
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

18
Threads United 
9:30am

Strange Brew 6pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

19
Soul Matters 10am

20
October newsletter 
deadline

21 22

23 24
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

25 26 27 28 29

30


