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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

October 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 pm
Friday 9-3 pm
262-544-1050

October 1, 2017 - The Courage of  Our Ancestors - Rev. David Kraemer

 As we celebrate our 140th Anniversary this year, we will celebrate a few historic figures who have 
stood out in our history and how their lives can inspire our own.

October 8, 2017 – The Courage to Be - Rev. David Kraemer

The root of  courage is “cor,” from French, which means heart. We live with courage when we 
simply listen to our hearts.

October 15, 2017 – Guest speaker: Linda Gaughan

Nonviolent communication. Presenter Linda Gaughan will describe and invite us to consider a 
program of  nonviolent communication to inform our lives and helps us live our values into the 
world.

October 22, 2017 – Installation

Join us at 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 22, as we install Rev. David Kraemer as United’s 68th minister. A 
reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

October 29, 2017 - Roses on the Columbia. Looking at Courage - Mary Beth 
Danielson

In October Unitarian Universalists are considering the quality of  courage.  Astronaut Laurel Salton 
Clark, who would die in the Columbia space shuttle mission disaster, spent her high school years 
attending Olympia Brown UU Church in Racine, WI. We will consider her life and the lives of  
others as we think about what courage is – and how to get some.



Page 2

Letter from the Minister

Rev. David can be reached 
via email at 

minister@uniteduuc.org

Courage is our theme for October. We will 
consider a few historical examples of  courageous 
Unitarians and Universalists. We also will acknowledge 
the courage it takes sometimes to just be.

October also will be a significant month for us. 
You will install me as your settled minister on Oct. 22. 
This is a great step.  I feel so welcomed here. I think 
we are poised for some exiting things. We’re making 
ourselves known in Waukesha and gaining strength. 
Our Religious Education Program has a strong start 
this year. Already, they are working on a new play 
structure for up on the hill. And throughout the 
church, there is momentum building in our social 
action groups, continued support for dinners and small 
groups, and the nuts and bolts work of  writing policy.

The root of  courage is French, cor, for heart. This 
is a congregation with great heart. We will celebrate a 
good month.

We stood 60 strong in September, on the corner 
of  Broadway and East Avenue, in front of  the 

Congregational Church, standing up against hate, 
standing up for Latinos and Muslims, African 
Americans and Jews, groups and individuals whose 
lives and livelihoods are under increased threat in our 
present social climate.

It was a good rally. I was proud that among the 
crowd were several members of  United, holding signs 
and joining in the prayers and call for inclusion and 
unity.

The anti-hate prayer vigil on Sept. 21 was 
organized by the Religious Leaders Caucus of  
SOPHIA, the interfaith community organizing effort 
that we belong to. The religious leaders wanted to 
respond in some way in the weeks after the conflict in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. This rally was that response. 
It was great to see the turnout, even better to hear 
diverse voices offering prayers and inspiration. 

There were no nationalist groups here on that day 
to protest. We were met only with a few squealing tires 
and revved up engines from overblown pickup trucks. 
But we stood long enough for the supportive beeps of  
friendly car horns to far outnumber the more 
aggressive response. It’s good to feel the support of  
people who are our friends and neighbors.

The rally was an example of  how we live out the 
courage of  our convictions. Unitarian Universalists 
have a long history of  action like this. We are, on the 
whole, a faith that is grounded in the here-and-now, 
and we’re a faith that believes ideals are nothing if  
they are not acted upon. Still, it was relatively easy to 
show up on a street corner in broad daylight with a 
bunch of  other people all around. It gets much harder 
to stand up for your convictions when you’re at work 
and someone makes a racist or sexist comment. It gets 
harder when day-in and day-out the demands of  work 
and life take all you’ve got.

Rev. David hangs a rainbow flag in 
support of  the LGBT community.
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Announcements & Events

Email our Director of  
Religious Education, Katelyn 
Berken at dre@uniteduuc.org 
for more information.

Time to order Fruut and Nuuts!

     It’s time to order your delicious treats! Each 
year, the Southeast Wisconsin Unitarian 
Universalist Congregations (SEWUUC) 
sponsors the sale of  chocolates, nuts, dried 
fruits, and snacks. Proceeds purchase 
advertisements on local radio stations, which 
benefit all of  our Southeast Wisconsin Unitarian 
Universalist congregations!
     From organic chocolate bars to dried 
cherries to roasted almonds – there are sure to 
be treats to delight your friends, relatives, and 
co-workers. Be sure to buy some for yourself  
too!

Religious Education

The month of  October will start by acknowledging 
Universalism Day and learning the background of  how 
United Unitarianism began as a religion. The rest of  the 
month will focus on the theme of  courage. Throughout the 
weeks we will explore what it means to have courage as an 
individual, as a congregation, and as a country. We will also 
discuss ways in which people are courageous and how that 
characteristic can be present in everyday life. 

     You can pick up an order form after 
services from Mike Reavis or contact Maria 
O’Connor at 
mariacostellooconnor@gmail.com or (262)-
470-5957. Order forms are due November 5, 
and your treats will be distributed beginning 
in early December in time for the holidays.
     SEWUUC thanks you for your support 
and hopes you will enjoy all the treats!

Treasurer's report



Page 4

Soul Matters Fall themes 
September - Welcome

October - Courage
November - Abundance

December - Hope

Threads United, Oct. 4 and 18

     During the summer Threads United, in 
addition to our regular quilt making, stitched 
10 baby quilts for newborns in Tanzania. 
 Nancy Zeiman, creator of  the annual 
Wisconsin Quilt Expo held in Madison, always 
includes charity work as part of  the show, and 
this year Bringing Hope to Others was 
highlighted and had a booth at the show.  It 
was very rewarding to see the delight and tears 
in the eyes of  the woman who accepted our 
quilts at the show!
     I want to thank all the members of  Threads 
for their hard work and the great comradery we 
share.   Currently our group includes Lisa Beiri, 
Tudy Bolling, Michol Ford, Dona Lundin, 
Jenny McAllister, Paula Pambianco, Carol Pauly 
and Kaye Wickenberg, but there is always 
room for more!
     Thanks, Marcia

     Threads meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays of  the month from 9:30 am to 2 
pm at Marcia Romashko's home. Contact 
owasseh@yahoo.com for details

Soul Matters/Strange Brew, Oct. 11 and 
Oct. 12

Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups will 
meet in October to consider what it means to 
be a people of  courage. We will meet at 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 11, at Magellan’s Pizza 
in downtown Waukesha. Rev. David will buy 
the first pizza, beverages are on you. We will 
meet for coffee at 10 .m. Thursday, Oct. 12, 
at Good Harvest Market on Silvernail Road. 

On the agenda for the Thursday meeting 
will be future meeting locations. Soul Matters 
packets are available at church, or by email.

Rev. David, along with many others, participated at 

the Anti-Hate Prayer Vigil in front of  the 

 Congregational United Church of  Christ in Waukesha 

on Sept 21.

Social Action: Advocacy
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Food pantry collection

     Canned fruits and vegetables  are the focus 
of  our September food pantry collection. You 
can find the donation bin in the front foyer by 
the coat area. You can learn more about the 
Food Pantry of  Waukesha County at 
http://waukeshafoodpantry.org/.
     Also we have become aware of  an immediate 
need for non-perishable, portable food items 
such as granol bars, fruits cups, small bags of  
nuts for the homeless

Ongoing collections

     Don't forget we have ongoing collections at 
United UUC that benefit multiple organizations 
in our community.
     As of  Sept. 18 we have collected 39 purses 
and 230 pairs of  shoes and boots. Dona Lundin 
has been taking these donations to the the Hope 
Center.  
     Michol Ford is starting to collect winter coats 
for those in need. Wisconsin winters can be 
brutal. Please think of  donating coats at this 
time to help keep our community warm. 
     Travel sized of  personal care items, such as 
toothpaste, shampoo and soap, are also 
collected throughout the year. 
     Collection bins and baskets can be found in 
the front foyer by the coat area.

Christmas Clearing Council

     As in the past, United members and 
friends are invited to contribute specific gifts 
to eligible families identified by the council. 
Details will be available in upcoming 
announcements. 

Hebron House meal, Oct. 29

     All are welcome to help as we prepare and 
deliver a meal for Hebron House on Oct. 29. 
Kaye Wickenberg plans and shops for the 
meals we prepare. We will need a crew to help.
     Future Hebron House meals will be 
prepared on Dec. 28 and Feb. 4.

Habitat for Humanity

     The Social Action: service committee met 
with local Habitat for Humanity 
representatives to learn of  how our 
congregation and this non-profit 
organizations might join efforts.
     If  you are interested in helping with  a 
local tool collection drive, a home building 
crew other ways to help Habitat's efforts, 
please contact Ellen Poplawski at 
erpop@wi.rr.com or call or text her at 
(262)844-5161. Habitat is currently building 
10 houses in the Whiterock area, just a few 
miles away from our church. You can also 
advocate with your local, state and federal 
representatives for affordable housing.

Social Action: Service commitee 
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October Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters                      
10/1 -  Paula Pambianco
10/8 - Patti Kies and Cyd Fode
10/15 - Mary Beth Danielson and Len Lamberg
10/22 - Dona Lundin and Jenny McAllister
10/29 - Adele Revoy and Peggy Lippke

Coffee hosts
10/1 - Sandy Zingler and Barb Johnson
10/8 - Alex and Marcia Romashko
10/15 - Sara Toenes and Faye Flesia
10/22 - Michol Ford and Mike Reavis
10/29 - Chad Lantow

          
Please remember, you are responsible for finding 
your own replacements if  you are unable to 
attend church on your scheduled day.

2017-2018 Potluck schedule

Potluck lunches will follow worship on the 
second Sunday of  each month.

October 8 - Tailgate party 
November 12 - Family favorites
December 10 - Pancake brunch
February 11 - Chili Fest
March 11 -theme to be determined

Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship hall two weeks before a potluck 
meal. Please contact Kaye Wickenberg about 
our potluck meals at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com

We're hiring!

     United is looking for a new Music 
Director.  We are posting an ad on 
Indeed.com. If  you know of  anyone who 
is interested in this paid, part-time 
position, please have them email a resume 
to the office at uniteduuc@gmail.com.  

Circle Suppers beginning

     The Circle Supper schedule is complete 
and will be emailed to participants shortly. 
     Hosts need to remember to contact your 
attendees to schedule a date and time. 
     If  you still would like to join Circle 
Suppers, please contact Sandy Zingler at 
sandbarb@execpc.com
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Mindful Meditation Group meets 
Tuesdays

Although not a United UUC group the 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.

Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.

Benefits include reduced stress and 
anxiety, and cultivating peace of  mind, 
concentration, and happiness

Please contact Larry Hopwood at 

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

     United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 
     Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. No need to sign up. Join our group 
when you need to stretch yourself.
     Please contact our office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com with any questions. 
        Donations are appreciated but not required.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, first 
and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group continues to 
 meet the first and third Wednesday of  the 
month from 6:30 to 8 pm  at The Linden 
Grove campus in Mukwonago, 837 Verterans 
Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, seekers or 
other people who wish to bring greater peace to 
their own minds to face the challenges of  the 
larger world are encouraged to stop in and find 
out if  this group might assist you, or someone 
you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Dances of  Universal Peace  Oct. 19

     Join in sharing an evening of  chants and 
simple movements on this night of  the new 
moon, dancing like no one is watching, without 
fear holding us back. Explore a sampling of  
sacred melodies from around the world that can 
allow the soul to grow, through moving to a 
place or in a way that might both help you find 
reserves of  strength, and gently push the limits 
of  your comfort zone. We’ll begin at 7 pm, and 
end at approximately 9:15 pm.
     All dances are taught and everyone is 
welcome. Bring comfortable shoes or socks and 
a water bottle if  desired.
     An item to place temporarily on the altar is 
encouraged. A free will offering will be 
gratefully accepted.
     Dances of  Universal Peace will be held at 
United UUC, 506 N. Washington Ave, 
Waukesha. 
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CHARLOTTE BLEISTEIN 
                                                                        JAN 4, 1915- SEPT 17, 2017

Our congregation lost a wonderful friend when Charlotte Bleistein died unexpectedly on Sunday 
Sept 17.  Although she was not a member of  our congregation, she was always one of  the most 
generous donors to our yearly Christmas Appeal.  

Her link to our church was her close friendship with Nissley Kaste and Helen 
Johnson.  She met Helen at Washington University in St Louis, and they ended up 
living around the corner from each other in Greendale.  She met Nissley in Detroit 
before the war, when they both arrived at the same time to check out an apartment 
with a piano.  Neither of  them liked the apartment, but they decided on the spot to 
be roommates.  At that time Char had a job with labor relations and Nissley was 
getting her masters in Social Work.   It was the start of  their lifelong friendship that 
spanned seven decades.

These three women were a force to be reckoned with, and it appears that there wasn’t a progressive cause that they 
weren’t involved in!  Charlotte was a close friend of  Socialist Mayor Frank Zeidler and his family.  According to Anita 
Zeidler, “Charlotte was smart, independent and assertive.”  She certainly spent her life trying to make the world a better 
place.  Organizations she was a member of  included the United Nations Association of  Milwaukee, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, the National Organization for Women, and the Public Enterprise Committee. 
 Her longtime friend and fellow activist Scott Enk said, “What Lillian Gish was and is to silent movie people, Charlotte 
Bleistein is to Milwaukee area progressives."   

Charlotte lived life to the fullest and didn’t believe in letting the grass grow under her feet.  The day before her death she 
attended four hours of  meetings at Fighting Bob Fest before eating a Mexican dinner that was a benefit for workers injured 
on the job.  She also had plans for later that night. Originally, she was going to go to the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, 
but she gave away the tickets so she could attend a Meeting of  the Painsville Chapel Memorial Association that works to 
preserve a freethinkers gathering place in Franklin.

Charlotte would occasionally stop in and visit us at church after Nissley and Helen died.  She even attended one of  Rev. 
Linda Hansen’s Star Trek Sessions.  By this time her hearing was failing and I am not sure what she made of  the Star Wars 
Episode that we watched.  It was definitely a first for her. 

It’s hard to imagine a world without this dynamic woman, and we are forever grateful for her generous support of  our 
church community over the years.

Charlotte Bleistein, Sept 2017

     Charlotte was a progressive and an activist, and supportive of  all kinds of  humane 
goals.  She graduated from law school in 1939, at a time when women faced 
discrimination in the law profession, so she went to work at the National Relations 
Board.  Later she moved to Greendale and opened her own practice.  



October 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Social Action: 
Advocacy meeting 
11:45 am

1 2
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

3 Threads 
United 9:30 
am

Yoga in the Sanctuary 
5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

4 5 6 7

8 9
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

10
Yoga in the Sanctuary 
5;30 pm

Strange Brew at 
Magellan's 6:30 pm

11
Strange Brew at 
Harvest Café 10 am

12 13 14

Potluck 11:30 am

15 16
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

17 Threads 
United 9:30 
am

Yoga in the Sanctuary 
5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

18
Dances of Universal 
Peace 7 pm

19
November newsletter 
deadline

20 21

Installation service 
     4 pm

22 23
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

24
Yoga in the Sanctuary 
5:30 pm

25 26 27 28

29 30
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

31




