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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

May 2018 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

May 6 - It's Time to Close Milwaukee Secure Detention Facility (MSDF) and 
Build Communities - Mark Rice with Alex Romashko

JustLeadershipUSA Milwaukee #CLOSEmsdf  Campaign Coordinator Mark Rice will discuss how 
Wisconsin's penal policies are out of  step with our values of  justice, compassion, and equity. Learn 
about how mass incarceration has devastated communities across Wisconsin and why it is time to 
#CLOSEmsdf, end the practice of  incarcerating people for crimeless rule violations, cut 
Wisconsin's correctional population in half, and reinvest resources to build safer, stronger, and 
healthier communities. 

May 13 -Is God a Sound? - Rev. David Kraemer with Geoff  Blankenmeyer

      Interesting things happen when you apply sound to fluids or other matter. Likewise, a plate will 
resonate at a particular frequency if  you strike it just right. We say “In the beginning was the Word,” 
which is a sound. So in this month of  exploring creativity, we will explore the wonders of  sound. 
Come expecting to sing.

May 20 - Ice Out/Here Comes the Sun - Rev. David Kraemer with Kaye 
Wickenberg

     Author Steven Pinker invites us to notice the sunshine of  progress in the world even as many 
around us preach a message of  fear and gloom. Originally scheduled for April, this service is 
reworked for May and the installation of  solar panels at UUUC. The annual meeting will follow.

May 27 - Stranger in a Strange Land - Rev. Tony Larsen with Jennifer Beiriger

     No, this sermon by our guest minister (Tony Larsen) is not about the Robert Heinlein novel by 
that title, but about what it feels like to come to Earth from a different planet. (Haven't we all felt 
that way at times?)
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Letter from the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's office hours are
Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
He can be reached via email at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

     Among the many stories told at my father’s 
memorial service last month were stories of  old 
bachelor farmers who lived nearby when dad 
was growing up – one, who slept in the well pit 
in winter because it was warmer down there; 
and another one, who “had some strange 
ideas,” my aunt says, who built himself  a brand 
new house, inside the old one. When it was 
finished, he tore down the old house board-by-
board to reveal the new one inside. 
     There’s a resurrection story for you. 
     I have no idea why he did it this way. Maybe 
he figured he needed a roof  over his head while 
he was building. Maybe he wanted to reuse the 
plumbing. Maybe it was warmer in there. Maybe 
he liked the idea of  the surprise.
     I think it fits pretty well with our theme 
from last month, "Emergence." But it also 
works with our theme for May, "Creativity." 
Whatever question he had in mind, it definitely 
was a creative answer to it.
     What makes us think differently? How do 
we come to see things with new eyes? How do 
we come up with creative solutions? 
     Our Soul Matters packet this month reminds 
us that real creativity rarely occurs when we are 
alone. Always, we create in community. 
Whatever new things we come up with are only 
good if  they are carried out in practice, or if  
somebody else gets to see them.
     Here in this church, the improving weather 
means that we will be reinventing ourselves in 
our expression up on the hillside, and on the 
roof. 
     The RE committee, and especially Shane 
and Lisa Rosenthal, will be back up the hill to 
finish putting together the new play structure, 

which was installed last year just before 
snowfall. I’m excited about finding new uses 
for that space. Yes, it’s a climb to get up 
there. But it’s a great view, and an 
opportunity for us to do something unique.
     On the building, a roofing contractor 
finished installing new shingles at the end of  
April. Now we are ready to install solar 
panels. I am really excited about this project. 
Panels will help us save operating costs every 
month, starting now. But most of  all, they 
help us live in to our principles. They help us 
use our resources to save resources. They 
are, as Tony Larsen sang in a recent Earth 
Day service, one more way to Love Your 
Mother.
     Our Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups 
will meet: 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 9, at 
Magellan's in downtown Waukesha for food 
and beverages, and 10 a.m. Thursday, May 
10, at Café de Arts for coffee and 
conversation. We will be using the May Soul 
Matters packet on Creativity to spark our 
own creative dialogue.
     Following worship on May 13, we will 
hold a Mother’s Day potluck, and on May 
20, we will hold our annual meeting to 
choose new officers for our church.
     Wishing you many "strange ideas" of  
your own this month.
     David
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious 

Education
 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Religious Education

Director of  Religious Education Katelyn Berken   

    Religious Education throughout the month of  May will not follow quite 
the same structure as past months. The theme for May is creativity and it will 
be woven into the month's plans through various modalities. May Religious 
Education classes will include music, outdoor play and exploration, and lots 
of  hands-on crafts. Religious Education will wind down throughout the 
month leading to its commencement on June 3rd.     

Soul Matters/Strange Brew, 

   Our Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups 
will meet: 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 9, at 
Magellan's in downtown Waukesha for food 
and beverages, and 10 a.m. Thursday, May 
10, at Café de Arts for coffee and 
conversation. We will be using the May Soul 
Matters packet on Creativity to spark our 
own creative dialogue.

2018 General Assembly

     Registration is now open for General 
Assembly 2018, June 20-24, in Kansas City, 
MO. 
     This years theme is "All Are Called." 
Grounded in a deep belief  that we are all 
prophets, Unitarian Universalists ask, "How 
can we faithfully meet the demands of  our 
time?"
      The call to witness and act for justice in 
our society and in the world is clear. So, too, 
is the call to examine our structures and 
practices, dismantling and transforming 
those which fail to recognize the full 
humanity of  all people and to honor the 
interdependent web of  life. 
     Join us in Kansas City as we dive deeply 
into questions of  mission for our Unitarian 
Universalist Association, for our 
congregations and communities, and for 
each of  us as individuals.
     For complete information on GA 2018, 
visit the UUA website or contact Rev. David.

Annual congregational meeting, May 20

     Please plan to attend our Annual 
congregational meeting following service, 
May 20. In addition to electing new 
members of  the Board, members will be 
asked to approve next year's budget. 
Members as well as friends can attend the 
meeting but those who have been members 
for at least 90 days may vote. Proxy voting 
forms are available in the front foyer by the 
coat area. 
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Treasurer's report

2018-2019 Budget proposal
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2018 Spring Auction

     Thank you to all who attended our 15th annual 
Spring Auction, Pioneers for Unity. 
     Our auction is the biggest fundraiser of  the 
year as well as the most anticipated social event of  
United's calendar. The funds generated by the 
auction help United make improvements inside as 
well as outside of  our walls and well into the 
community. 
     The auction takes a lot of  work to put 
together.  Thank you to Mike Dawicki, Bonnie 
Koehler and the auction committee for your time 
and talents!
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May Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
5/6 - Dave and Kathi Mack
5/13 - TBD
5/20 - Paula Pambianco
5/27 - Tudy Bolling and Erika Winkler

Coffee hosts
5/6 - Bonnie Koehler and Jenny McAllister
5/13 - Kim Johnson and John Harvie
5/20 - Dave and Kathi Mack
5/27 - Kelly Mindiola and Dona Lundin

Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Food pantry collection    

    In April, the focus for the food pantry will be 
hot and cold cereal.
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

Threads United, 9:30 a.m., May 2, 16 and 
30

     Threads United will meet on May 2, 16 
and 30 at Marcia Romashko's house. The 
group is currently making quilts for  Healing 
Hearts, a local non-profit agency that offers 
grief  support.
     Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com 
for information.

Social Action: Service commitee 

Ongoing collections

     The Social Action: Service committee 
collects certain items on an ongoing basis. 
Donation bins can be found in the front foyer 
for coats, shoes, purses and personal care 
items. Once collected, all donations are 
delivered to area organizations such as The 
Hope Center.     

The next Social Action: Service committee 
meeting has yet to be determined. The 
date will be announcece as soon as 
possible.

Save the date!

    United will host a blood drive from 
2-7 p.m. Thursday, June 28, in the sanctuary. 
Save the date to save a life! Please contact 
Ellen Poplawski for more information at 
erpop@wi.rr.com or 262-844-5161.

Mother's Day potluck, My 13

     Please join us for a Mother's Day Sandwich 
and Salad potluck following service May 13. A 
sign up sheet will be available in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please see Kaye Wickenberg 
with any questions. 



Page 7

Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     The Mindful Meditation Group meets 
every Tuesday from 7- 8:30 p.m., at United, in 
the sanctuary.
     Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.
     Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, first 
and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Veterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or anyone 
who wishes to bring greater peace to their own 
minds are encouraged to stop in and find out 
if  this group might assist you, or someone you 
know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the groups email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Join in for PrideFest and the Pride 
Parade!

     PrideFest Milwaukee is an exciting 
community experience produced each year by 
the non-profit organization Milwaukee Pride, 
Inc.  PrideFest is a celebration of  the culture 
and accomplishments of  our local LGBTQ+ 
community, a time for needs, and issues to be 
communicated, and for networking and 
support to be shared!  It’s also three days of  
fun, music, comedy, food, self-expression and 
family-friendly activities on June 8-10, 2018.
     This year, the SE Wisconsin Unitarian 
Universalist congregations are planning to 
participate at PrideFest via a booth in the 
Health and Wellness Commons alongside our 
many Milwaukee-Area LGBTQ+ affirming 
faith communities.  We’re partnering with the 
Queer and Allied Faith Leaders of  Milwaukee 
to host a part of  the festival where attendees 
can know they are “blessed and beloved.” 
                Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Intern Minister 
Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson at Unitarian 
Universalist Church West in Brookfield are 
spearheading the effort.

 Pride Parade, too!  

     Then join in for the Pride Parade, which 
steps off  at 2 pm on Sunday, June 10, on S. 
2nd Street near Lapham Blvd. in Milwaukee. 
Several members of  United participated last 
year, it was a great event. 
     Join us in continuing our UU tradition of  
celebrating people of  all sexual orientations 
and gender identities, and the joyful work of  
linking communities, generations and diverse 
groups at Pride!
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Looking Back, by Susan Bergmann, historian

The United Unitarian and Universalist Society of  Mukwonago
Views of  our former home at 216 Main Street, Mukwonago

Unfortunately, we don’t have any photographs of  the church 
before it lost its spire to a lightening strike in July 1906.  

Circa 1990's

1956 1977 2000



May 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Mindful Meditation 
7pm

1 Threads 
United 
9:30am

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

2 3 4 5

Social Action: 
Advocacy meeting 
11:45am

6 7
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

8
Strange Brew 6pm 
Magellan's

9
Soul Matters 10am 
Cafe De Arts

10 11 12

 

Mother's Day potluck 
after service

13 14
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

15
Threads United 
9:30am

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

16 17 18 19

Annual Meeting after 
service

20 21 22 23
June newsletter 
deadline

24 25 26

27 28 29
Threads United 
9:30am

30 31




