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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

May 2019 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

uniteduuc.org

 Office hours
Tuesday, 9-3 p.m.
Friday, 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

May 5 - You Can Only Get Here from There - Rev. Tony Larsen with 
Kaye Wickenberg
     You know that old expression, "You can't get there from here"?  Well, Tony's sermon this Sunday 
is that maybe you can't even get  HERE from here!  That is, it is necessary to journey somewhere 
else before you can know where you already were. (That's why curiosity is so important.)

May 12 - To Seek the Spirit of  A Child - Rev. David Kraemer with 
Mey Whaley
     In celebration of  Mother’s Day and of  Katelyn Berken’s last day with us as our Director of  
Religious Education, we will lift up the curiosity we are each born with. 

May 19 - The Art of  Noticing - Rev. David Kraemer with Gilles 
Fouquart
     It sounds so simple, but to truly pay attention requires serious work, and can lead to unexpected 
consequences. Rev. David Kraemer, with Gilles Fouquart.

May 26  - Zen is Curiosity - Rev. Erich Morraine with Meg Whaley
     Beginners mind, not knowing, what's to say these are traditional Zen prhrases meant to describe 
curiosity. Unitarians preer to use: "a free and responsible search for truth and meaning." A rose by 
any other name would smell as sweet."
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Letter from David

Rev. David Kraemer can be reached at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

515-231-2536

     When I was about 4 years old, my dad took 
me to a committee meeting. Maybe it was his 
night to watch me, or maybe mom had another 
meeting, or maybe they just thought it would be 
a good experience for me, I don’t know. I just 
know he brought me along.
     The meeting was in a big, gray, linoleum-tiled 
room in the basement of  the county courthouse 
where he worked. There were maybe a half-
dozen other big people sitting on folding chairs 
around a folding table in the middle of  this big 
room, kind of  empty-looking I remember, even 
at that age. 
     At one end of  the big room was a stage, 
where I wandered off  to play. In the middle of  
the stage, in the floor, was a recessed electrical 
outlet. Somewhere, I found a paper clip. Details 
are sketchy. But there was a loud noise. And the 
meeting ended immediately.
     Despite this, I was somehow not dissuaded 
from what would become a lifetime of  
committee meetings. Nor did the experience kill 
my curiosity. I have survived a thousand more 
brushes with that cat. In fact, I think that what 
will kill me eventually is more likely to be too 
many committee meetings.
     Curiosity is our theme for May. I like to think 
of  myself  as a curious person. I like to think of  
Unitarian Universalists as curious people. Not 
curious as in odd – though if  the shoe fits – but 
curious as inquisitive. We are the ones who asks 
questions, who step away from the group for a 
better perspective, who poke around in things 
until we get a reaction. 
     The Soul Matters packets for this month 
contain some challenging questions. Curiosity is 
not just a game, not something just to be 
engaged in for the fun of  it. As Unitarian 

Universalists, we keep asking questions until 
the questions compel some action, some 
change. As the packet puts it, until there are 
consequences. Like an electrical arc, and 
bigger.
     Our Exploring Spirituality group will meet 
at 7 pm, Thursday, May 9. Strange Brew/Soul 
Matters groups will meet at 6 pm Wednesday, 
May 15, at Magellan’s Pizza in downtown 
Waukesha for beverages and pizza, and at 10 
am Thursday, May 16, at Café DeArts on St. 
Paul Avenue in Waukesha for coffee. Other 
committee meetings, including Social Action, 
Buildings and Grounds, Religious Services, 
and Threads United, are listed on the calendar 
found on our website. If  you are curious 
about any of  these, all of  these are open 
meetings, where members and friend alike are 
welcome. Here’s the month to check them 
out. Leave the paper clips alone.
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious Education

 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Religious Education

     My time with United Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation and Religious Education will conclude on 
Sunday, May 12. Per the children's request, the beginning 
of  the month will focus on fun activities, crafts, and 
celebration.
     The theme this month is curiosity, which will be 
incorporated into all of  the weeks through exploration of  
understanding, empathy, imagination, and humility.
     Additionally, the children will have the opportunity to 
participate in making Mother's Day crafts.
     Kind regards,
     Katelyn Berken, Director of  Religious Education
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May Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
5/2 Paula Pambianco and Bonnie Koehler
5/12 Lisa Bieri and Jim Brownlow
5/19 Dave and Maria Hinners
5/26 Gilles and Sarah Fouquart

Coffee hosts
5/2 Meg and Moni Whaley
5/12 Dave and Kathi Mack
5/19 Mary Beth Danielson and Len Lamberg
5/26 Lisa Rosenthal and Ericka Winkler

Please find a replacement if  you are going to 
be absent.

Threads United, May 1, 15 and 29

     Threads United will meet at Marcia 
Romashko's house 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
May 1, 15 and 29. The group is currently 
making quilts for Healing Hearts, a local non-
profit agency that offers grief  support.  
     Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com 
for information.     

Ongoing collections

     Donation bins and baskets can be found in 
the front foyer by the coat area for: 
Shoes
Purses
Coats
Travel-sized personal care items    
     These items are collected, counted and 
delivered to area oganizations dedicated to 
helping those in need. 

United Blood drive, June 6

     Stock up on your spinach so you can donate 
blood at the United Blood drive 3-7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 6, in the sanctuary.
     Blood donations can be given every eight 
weeks, so if  you have not given since April 11 
you are eligible to donate at United’s blood 
drive.
     Whether you are a regular blood donor or a 
first-time donor interested in saving lives, please 
contact Ellen Poplawski at erpop@wi.rr.com 
for more information.    May Food pantry collection

     We are going to focus our food pantry 
collection this month on items that address 
dietary needs, such as low sodim, glutten free, 
low sugar and supplemental drinks (Eunsure 
or Boost) 
     The Food Pantry of  Waukesha County 
serves all people including those with medical 
conditions needing dietary specific foods to 
stay helathy.
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United UU Congregation proudly presents
the 2019 Annual Spring Auction,

Lights, Camera, AUCTION!

Friday, May 10
Starting at 6PM

United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Ave. Waukesha, WI

     Originally set for April 27, our annual fundraising auction was held up by the threat of  
inclement weather. Silent auction items have been available in the sanctuary since then. The 
live auction has been rescheduled to May 10. As the title indicates, this year’s event is 
Hollywood-themed. Join us for fun, fundraising, frivolity and fabulousness.

Schedule of  Events
6-7 pm
Check-in in the foyer

6-7:15 pm
Enjoy homemade goodies, peruse the silent auction tables, preview the live auction booklet. The 
auction each year is BYOB. You are encouraged to bring a beverage of  your choice

7:30-9 pm
Bid on wonderful items in both the live and silent auctions. Items include works of  art, gift
cards, themed baskets, hosted parties, outings plus much more! There is something for everyone!

The live auction will be called until winning bids are accepted on all the items. Please welcome
Auctioneer Robert J. Hanstad.

9-9:30 pm
Silent auction winners will be announced. All auction winners may pay for their items at the table at
the front of  the sanctuary.

Proceeds from our auction fund the works we do inside our congregation as well as out in the
community.

Credit cards are accepted. We encourage all bidders to pay by check if  possible. This will allow you 
to check out faster and save the church the cost of  credit card fees. 
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United We Write     

     Would you like to be part of  the United We 
Write group? We have been invited to create 
another church service for July 7. 
     Which means we will meet three or four times 
in June to write the parts of  this service. Are you 
interested? We would LOVE to have you join this 
group!
     If  you were present for the “United We Write” 
service in February you know this is a 
collaboration. You don’t have to produce one 
thing all by yourself. We create a fresh service 
from the eyes, ears, and voices that are already 
among us.
     Talk to Mary Beth Danielson (262-994-1096 or 
MB@MaryBethDanielson.com) if  you are ready 
to sign up again, or join us for the first time.
     The challenge right now is to learn WHO is 
interested and WHEN you can meet. When you 
contact Mary Beth, give her a rough idea of  what 
weekday evenings you could meet.
     For the February service, we met from 4:45-6 
pm Thursdays at Mary Beth’s house. We will 
figure out when and where makes sense this time, 
depending on who responds.
     We had a lot of  fun and there were brilliant 
moments when we were touched and surprised at 
what we could create, when we worked together.

Annual Congregational meeting, 

      Please plan to attend our Annual 
Congregational meeting following service, 
Sunday, June 9.  In addition to electing new 
members of  the Board, members will be asked 
to approve next year's budget. Members as 
well as friends can attend the meeting but 
those who have been members for at least 90 
days may vote. 
     Proxy voting forms will be available in the 
front foyer by the coat area. 

Ladies Night Out, May 14

     Now that spring is here we will gather 
again at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 14 at La 
Estacion. It is Taco Tuesdays, which is quite a 
deal, but feel free to also order off  the menu.  
All members, friends and friends of  members 
are welcome!  Please R.S.V.P. to Paula 
Pambianco by phone, text 262-366-0225 or 
email paula@kernes.us if  you would like to 
participate.

Greeter and Coffee host schedule

     The Greeter and Coffee host schedule is 
currently in the works. This is a six month 
schedule and will cover July through 
December 2019.
     If  you know you will not be available for 
any particular Sundays, please inform Patty 
Vanderpoel in the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com so she will not schedule 
you for those days. 
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Mindfulness Meditation Group, Tuesday 
Evenings

     The mindfulness meditation group meets 
every Tuesday evening from 7 to 8:30 pm in 
the UUUC sanctuary. We have members from 
the UUUC and the Lake Country UUC as well 
as people from various parts of  Waukesha 
County. This friendly and welcoming group 
provides an opportunity to learn or deepen a 
mindfulness practice. No previous meditation 
experience is necessary; an introduction and 
guided meditation will be provided for anyone 
new to meditation.
     Various studies have shown the benefits of  
mindfulness meditation: reduced stress and 
anxiety, increased peace of  mind and 
happiness, improved health, and stronger 
relationships.
     The format for the group includes 
different types of  meditation practice, selected 
readings, and discussion of  readings and 
practice. Currently we are reading No Death, 
No Fear by Thich Nhat Hanh. Copies of  the 
book will be available to share.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with any questions 
or simply join us any Tuesday.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, 
May 1 and 15

     The Buddhist study group will meet on 
May 1 and 15 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Linden Grove campus, 837 Veterans Way, 
Mukwonago.  
     Any interested members, friends, or 
anyone who wishes to bring greater peace to 
their own minds are encouraged to stop in 
and find out if  this group might assist you, 
or someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies 
at buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Nonviolent Communication Practice 
Groups, Tuesday morning and Thursday 
afternoon

     There are two Nonviolent Communication 
Practice Groups at United.  The Tuesday 
Morning group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of  the month from          
10:30 a.m. - noon.  The Thursday Afternoon 
group meets on the first and third Thursday 
of  the month from 1:00 - 2:30 pm. 
     The groups practice concepts from 
Marshall Rosenberg's book, Nonviolent 
Communication, A Language of  Life.  
     Please contact Linda Gaughan at 
LMGaughan@yahoo.com or Bonnie Koehler 
at 414-940-2805 or cre8livng@yahoo.com to 
learn more and to be put on the contact list.



May 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Threads 
United 
9:30am

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

1
NonViolent 
Communication 1pm

2 3 4

5 6
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

7 8
Exploring Spirituality 
7pm

9

Lights Camera 
AUCTION! 6pm

10 11

12 13 NVC 
10:30am

Religious Services 
meeting 4pm

Board meeting 5pm

Mindful Meditation 7

14 Threads 
United 
9:30am

Strange Brew 6pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

15 Soul Matters 
10am

Non Violent 
Communication 1pm

Religious Education 
meeting 5pm

16 17 18

Social Action 
committee meeting 
12pm

19 20
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

June newsletter 
deadline

21 22 23 24 25

26 27
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

28
Threads United 
9:30am

29 30 31


