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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

June 2018 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188

Rev. David Kraemer 
minister@uniteduuc.org

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

uniteduuc@gmail.com
uniteduuc.org

June 3 - "How We Gather" - Rev. David Kraemer with worship facilitator 
Meg Whaley

     Join us as we recognize the children and youth who have been part of  our Religious 
Education program this year. All are invited. As we count our blessings, we will also consider how 
faith and religion are changing in our society and how we, as a congregation, can make our way 
into the future.

June 10 - "All God’s Creatures" - Rev. David Kraemer with worship 
facilitator Kaye Wickeberg

     Our annual blessing of  the animals. Bring your dogs and cats, birds, fish, guinea pigs, turtles, 
or whatever you’ve got that helps make your life more joyous. We are all connected. 

June 17 - "Behold"- Rev. David Kraemer with worship facilitator Jennifer 
Bieriger 

     Celebrate the splendor of  the season with Flower Communion and an observance of  the 
coming of  summer. Bring flowers from your garden for sharing in this annual tradition.
 
June 24 - "Expectations Are.." - Rev. Tony Larsen with worship facilitator 
Alex Romashko

      Tony's sermon will finish the sentence "Expectations are..."  Are they good? Are they bad? 
Does it depend on the situation? (If  so, what determines whether they're good or bad?) And does 
it matter?
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Letter from the Minister
     Blessings convey power. They flow from a position of  
strength to a position of  becoming --  parent to child, or 
in the Bible, God to humans. They give the recipient some 
advantage, some new ability, a place in the world, strength 
for the journey. They help fend off  trouble. They’re good 
to have.
     "Blessing" is our theme for June. We can count among 
our blessings the warmer weather, the promise of  the 
coming summer, the gift of  our United community. It’s 
truly a blessing to have friends.
     In the Bible, God promises to bless all the peoples of  
the earth.  In the book of  Numbers is found the famous 
blessing: "The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord 
make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. The Lord turn his face toward you and give you 
peace."
     There is great poetry in these lines. In Hebrew, each 
line becomes increasingly longer (three, five and seven 
words), underscoring the message by repetition and 
amplification. The lines are a crescendo. The English 
translation does not carry this pattern exactly, but even 
through three or four languages and several more 
translations, the poetry does not suffer. Its power carries 
through.
     In our more modern sense, a blessing is an affirmation, 
it is an approval, it is a way of  saying "you’re alright by 
me," and "I wish for you all the best as you go forward in 
life."
     To my way of  thinking, I have no power to give other 
than the power that is already in this congregation. It is 
the power of  each of  you, the power of  all of  us. 
 Blessings now might still be about power, but they are 
about the power within all of  us, the power of  spirit, the 
power of  life.
     Our Soul Matters packet notes that in the Semitic 
language of  Aramaic, the phrase translated as 'Blessed' in 
the Beatitudes was actually tubwayhun which refers to being 
ripe, mature; having reached a stage of  the fullness of  the 
person I am meant to be.

     I feel more and more ripe all the time.
     Important in our UU faith is that blessings are not 
something you can rest on. Ours is not a passive, received 
faith. It is an active, imminent faith, a faith that calls us to be 
in the world. 
     The Soul Matters packet again reminds us that those who 
feel blessed have little trouble passing blessings on.
     "As UU minister, Rev. Don Wheat, puts it 'The religious 
person is a grateful person, and the grateful person is the 
generous person.' In short, by noticing our blessings, we 
become a blessing."
     You are invited this month to count your blessings, and 
to pass them on. I would commend to you the exercises in 
this month’s Soul Matters packet. They seem especially 
pertinent, and doable. 
     In worship, we will be counting the blessings of  our 
children and youth and our sense of  community. We will 
take time to bless the animals that are part of  our lives, and 
be blessed by them in return. And we will appreciate the 
blessing of  the world around through our annual 
observance of  Flower Communion.
     We will celebrate our blessings this month through a 
special observance of  the Dances of  Universal Peace, 
organized here by Patti Kies, and by marching in the 
Milwaukee Pride Parade. Elsewhere in this newsletter are 
more details.
     Our church year officially ends at the end of  June. 
Services will continue each week through July and August. 
The Religious Education committee has several events 
planned this summer to help keep us connected even 
through a time when many take vacation or are otherwise 
gone.
     By our agreement, I will be gone for the months of  July 
and August, as well. I am available for emergencies and rites 
of  passage as needed. Please be aware that I will be checking 
email less frequently. 
     In the months ahead, may the face of  whatever it is that 
you hold most holy shine upon you, may it hold you and 
keep you, and may you find peace.
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious 

Education
 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Treasurer's report

Religious Education, Director of  Religious Education Katelyn Berken 
  

          June 3 will be our commencement of  Religious Education for the 
church year. It will resume September 9. There will be fun family and youth 
events scheduled throughout the summer:

June: Movie Night at UUUC - Enjoy pizza, popcorn and a yet to be 
determined cinematic masterpiece. No fee.
June: Dig and Donate! UU Kids plant sale.
July: Cool Waters Water Park, West Allis -  Get your splash on with other 
UU kids and families. Nominal entry fee; scholarships available.
August: UU youth bonfire night - Join us for s'mores, flames and fun as we 
celebrate the close to summer. No fee.

     Exact dates and times are to be determined. Keep an eye on our 
announcements and newsletters for more information as is becomes 
available. 
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Join in PrideFest and the Pride Parade!

     The Milwaukee Pride Parade steps off  at 2 
p.m. Sunday, June 10, on South 2nd Street near 
Lapham Blvd. in Milwaukee. Several members 
of  United participated last year, it was a great 
event. You don’t want to miss it. Please contact 
Rev. David if  you plan to attend. We will 
arrange for carpooling or rendezvous as 
needed.
     The parade is part of  PrideFest Milwaukee a 
celebration of  the culture and accomplishments 
of  our local LGBTQ+ community, a time for 
needs, and issues to be communicated, and for 
networking and support to be shared!  It’s also 
three days of  fun music, comedy, food, self-
expression and family-friendly activities on June 
8-10, 2018.
     This year, the SE Wisconsin Unitarian 
Universalist congregations are planning to 
participate at PrideFest via a booth in the 

Health and Wellness Commons alongside our 
many Milwaukee-Area LGBTQ+ affirming 
faith communities.  We’re partnering with the 
Queer and Allied Faith Leaders of  Milwaukee 
to host a part of  the festival where attendees 
can know they are “blessed and beloved.” 
 Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Intern Minister 
Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson at Unitarian 
Universalist Church West in Brookfield are 
spearheading the effort.
     Join us in continuing our UU tradition of  
celebrating people of  all sexual orientations 
and gender identities, and the joyful work of  
linking communities, generations and diverse 
groups at Pride!

Strange Brew/Soul Matters, June 6 and 7

     Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups will 
meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, June 6, at Magellan’s 
in downtown Waukesha for beverages and 
pizza, and at 10 a.m. Thursday, June 7, at Café 
De Arts, 830 W. St. Paul Ave., Waukesha, for 
coffee and connection. Please note, these dates 
are a week earlier in the month than usual.

Help keep United beautiful

     We are looking for anyone who is 
interested and willing to help out with our 
flower beds. We need weekly watering and 
weeding (even if  you're only available a few 
times). If  interested, please contact Susan 
Bergmann.
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Save the date to save a life

United UUC blood drive
Thursday, June 28

from 2-7 p.m.
United UUC sanctuary

Who can donate blood?
     Generally, unless you are pregnant, anyone 
who is in good health can donate blood. Make 
sure you are not experiencing any flu or cold 
symptoms at the time of  donation. Anyone who 
is 16 or 17 years old can donate blood with 
parental consent in Wisconsin.

What to expect
     Bring your photo ID to your appointment. 
The donation process takes about and hour and
 includes registration, a short medical screening, 
blood collection and a small snack and beverage. 

     There is no substitute for human blood. By 
donating you are helping to save lives. One pint 
of  blood can potentially save three lives!
     Please contact Ellen Poplawski for details or 
to sign up at erpop@wi.rr.com.

Dances of  Universal Peace

Thursday, June 21, 2018
7-9:15 p.m.

United UUC sanctuary
506 N. Washington Ave, Waukesha

     Join us in sharing an evening of  chants 
and simple circle-dance movements on the 
date of  Summer Solstice, joining 
international circles all honoring the 
anniversary of  the first Dances of  Universal 
Peace beginning in June 1968. Explore 
through song and dance a variety of  
traditional wisdoms and sacred melodies 
from the world's many spiritual paths. 
     All dances will be taught, all are welcome, 
no previous experience necessary
     The Dances of  Universal Peace is an 
international movement and spiritual 
practice that relies on prayers from a range 
of  traditions and draws participants into a 
living experience of  unity, peace and 
integration. No audience; no performers; all 
are involved
     Bring comfortable shoes, extra socks or 
slippers and a water bottle if  desired. An 
item to place on the altar is encouraged. A 
free will offering will be gratefully accepted. 
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June Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
6/3 Geoff  Blankenmeyer and Ellen Poplawski
6/10 Dave and Maria Hinners
6/17 Barb Johnson and Sandy Zingler
6/24 Alex and Marcia Romashko

Coffee hosts
6/3 Paula Pambianco
6/10 Chet and Sally Celenza
6/17 Patti Kies, John and Kaye Wickeberg
6/24 Mary Beth Danielson and Len Lamberg

Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     The Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 p.m., at United, in the 
sanctuary.
     All are welcome. No meditation experience 
necessary. Learn or deepen a meditation 
practice with a friendly and welcoming group 
of  people.  Benefits include reduced stress and 
anxiety, and cultivating peace of  mind, 
concentration, and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, first 
and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Veterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or anyone 
who wishes to bring greater peace to their own 
minds are encouraged to stop in and find out 
if  this group might assist you, or someone you 
know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the groups email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Food pantry collection    

    In June, the focus for the food pantry will be 
granola bars and juice boxes.
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

Threads United, 9:30 a.m., June 6, 13 and 
27.

     Threads United will meet on June 6, 13 
and 27 at Marcia Romashko's house. The 
group is currently making quilts for  Healing 
Hearts, a local non-profit agency that offers 
grief  support.
     Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com 
for information.

Ongoing collections

     The Social Action: Service committee 
collects certain items on an ongoing basis. 
Donation bins can be found in the front foyer 
for coats, shoes, purses and personal care items. 
Once collected, all donations are delivered to 
area organizations such as The Hope Center.     

The next Social Action: Service committee 
meeting is after service, June 17.
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Looking Back by Susan Bergmann, historian
Our first Talk Back

     Our congregation has an interesting history when it 
comes to sermons with a Q & A session.  According to 
the Milwaukee Journal, on December 8, 1947 our church 
had the distinction of  holding “the widely heralded first 
talk back sermon in the nation.”  At this service the Rev. 
Armon J. Cheek, our minister from 1947-1948, invited 
worshippers to interrupt his sermon with questions. 
     Our Sunday May 6, 2018 service with Speaker Mark 
Rice, and the Q & A session that followed it, brought 
back memories of  the many services that we have had 
with a Q & A session.  These question and answer 
sessions used to be a fairly regular occurrence until 2014. 
 The big difference between the one in 1947 and the ones 
I have been at is that the congregation made their 
comments at the end of  the sermon, whereas Rev. Cheek 
encouraged the congregation to interrupt him. 

     
     The headline in the Milwaukee Journal read, “Not Much 
Backtalk at “Talkback” Sermon.”  According to the paper, 
when Cheek “opened up the meeting for questions his 
audience found it hard to warm up to the unheard-of  
business of  standing up in church to tell the pastor where 
to head in.”  There were some awkward silences, but Rev. 
Cheek continued to urged the congregation to ask 
questions and even argue with him.        
     Five congregants did speak up, although not all of  them 
were entirely satisfied with Cheek’s answers.  It is 
interesting that those who spoke up are all members who 
had close ties to the church, and names I recognize.  One 
was Avril Farris, who along with his wife Loraine helped 
save the church from closing in 1984.  Another was Sydney 
Eng, husband of  Sarah Eng, whose generous endowment 
has meant so much to our church over the years, and 
Walter Lobdell, who was not only an active member, and 
president of  the board but also the husband of  Carrie 
Lobdell, our longest serving RE teacher.  The other two 
who spoke up were Cheek’s wife and William Ruppert, who 
is related to Earl Ruppert whose name appears on the 
Honor Roll plaque in the lobby of  our church.  
     Rev. Cheek admitted that his "Talk Back" "was a scheme 
to stimulate interest in church going in Mukwonago".  It 
certainly generated more interest from the press, who were 
much more excited by the talk back than the congregation 
was.  After the service was over the Milwaukee Journal 
reported that Rev. Cheek, "was pleased with the 
results……  He thought the meeting was a wonderful start 
and said another would be held January 4."  
     The Talk-Back fame followed Rev. Cheek, and when left 
in 1948 for the First Universalist Church in Chattanooga 
the headline in the Milwaukee Journal read, "Talk-Back 
Pastor Resigns from Mukwonago Parish".  His reasons for 
leaving included the high cost of  living and the weather 
being bad for his health and the health of  his family.  He 
also commented that some members of  the congregation 
disapproved of  his "Talk Backs", but that he intended to 
keep holding them no matter where he went.



June 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

Comencement of 
Religious Education

3 4 5 Threads 
United, 9am

Strange Brew at 
Magellan's 6pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

6
Soul Matters at Cafe 
de Arts 10am

7 8 9

10 11
Board meeting 5pm

12
Threads United 
9:30am

13 14 15 16

Social Action: Service 
committee meeting, 
11:45am

17 18 19
Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

20
Dances of Universal 
Peace 7pm

21 22 23

24 25 26
Threads United 
9:30am

27
UUUC blood drive 
   27pm

28 29 30




