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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

June 2019 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

uniteduuc.org

 Office hours
Tuesday, 9-3 p.m.
Friday, 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

June 2, 2019 - How Much of  Life Is Luck? -  Rev. Tony Larsen, with 
Kaye Wickenberg       
     Some people are described as lucky and seem to get all the breaks; others seem destined for 
tragedy and if  something can go wrong, it usually does. What is luck? And how much of  it (if  any) 
is within our control?

June 9, 2019  - Singing our Praises -  Rev. David Kraemer, with Gilles 
Fouquart. 
     As our church year comes to completion, we will look back at some accomplishments and 
forward toward some new projects and goals. This service will be followed by our annual meeting. 
Also, we are excited to introduce our new Director of  Religious Education, Dennis Reynolds. 

June 16, 2019  - Petals to the Mettle -  Rev. David Kraemer, with Geoff  
Blankenmeyer. 
     Our annual flower communion. Bring flowers from your garden or wherever you can collect 
them. Let this symbol of  peace and good will overcome fear and oppression.

June 23, 2019 -No Felons Here -  Mary Beth Danielson, with Jennifer 
Beiriger
     It’s tough work to understand ourselves and others not by our failures, but by our generosity, 
courage, and hope. 

June 30e, 2019 - The Story of  our Beginnings - Rev. Annie Holmes, 
with Kaye Wickenberg
     On this Sunday I hope to tell you the amazing and truly awesome story of  where our UU 
heritage began. Prepare to be blown away. 
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Letter from David

Rev. David Kraemer can be reached at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

515-231-2536

Annual Congregational meeting, 

      Please plan to attend our Annual 
Congregational meeting following service, 
Sunday, June 9.  In addition to electing new 
members of  the board, members will be asked 
to approve next year's budget. Members as 
well as friends can attend the meeting but only 
those who have been members for at least 90 
days may vote. 
     Proxy voting forms will be available in the 
front foyer by the coat area. 

     I have often talked about how, when we lived 
in Iowa, the canoe and kayak groups to which I 
belonged worked to create change. 
     The first step was to get people out onto the 
water. The paddle groups introduced hundreds 
of  people to the sport, and to the lakes and 
rivers of  Iowa. Invariably, they were amazed at 
the splendor and beauty they found from the 
vantage of  a small, quiet boat - sometimes even 
in the middle of  town. 
     Then came curiosity. That taste of  authentic 
nature created within people a desire to learn 
more, about paddling technique, and equipment, 
and also about the rivers, their history and use.  
And why sometimes - despite the overwhelming 
beauty - garbage was strewn along the banks, and 
brown sludge spewed from drain tiles connected 
to surrounding fields, and getting to the river at 
all was blocked by barbed wire, nettles and mud 
banks.
     That led to action. Within the 10 years I lived 
and worked in Iowa, we saw a great surge of  
organized river cleanups that pulled hundreds of  
tons of  waste from the waterways. And a push 
toward establishing water trails, with signs and 
access points. And new offices and initiatives 
within state government to oversee these efforts, 
as well as a campaign to eliminate or improve 
dangerous dams that, each year, claimed lives.
     Beauty begets care begets commitment.
     This is related to an observation from Rev. 
Sean Parker Dennison in this month’s Soul 
Matters packet that: “The ability to see beauty is 
the beginning of  our moral sensibility. What we 
believe is beautiful we will not wantonly destroy.”
     The packet goes on to say “With this we are 
reminded that beauty does more than soothe and 
heal. It demands. It calls.”

     Beauty is this month’s theme. It makes a 
nice end to our year. Especially as the weather 
turns warm and the world around us comes 
alive. But beauty becomes even more than an 
aesthetic sense as it fills and compels us. It 
becomes a religious value, and a spiritual truth. 
     You may not be one drawn to canoes and 
kayaks, or rushing rivers or broad lakes. You 
might not even be outdoorsy. You might more 
often find beauty in an art gallery, or a play, or 
a ball game. You might find it in a quiet time or 
time alone -- reading, writing, sewing, 
woodworking, or bouncing on your rebounder. 
You might see beauty in a balanced checkbook, 
or a child who has just learned a new skill. Or 
in a new-mowed lawn, or a neighborhood 
cook-out. Or in our rainbow flag billowing 
from the front porch.
     Where ever you find beauty, let it fill you, let 
it move you, let it create change.
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Announcements & Events
    New Director of  Religious Education

  United is excited to welcome Dennis Reynolds 
as our new Director of  Religious Education. He 
has been hired to take the position previously 
held by Katelyn Berken, who resigned in May to 
pursue her career upon completion of  a 
master’s degree.
     Dennis grew up in a Unitarian Universalist 
church at First Unitarian Society in Milwaukee. 
He currently works as a hospice chaplain for 
Hometown Hospice in Brookfield, and is 
working toward a degree in religious studies at 
Carroll University. He hopes to someday be 
ordained.c
     For four years, he worked as children’s 
ministry director for a congregational church in 
Franklin, where he helped build the children’s 
program from scratch to more than 30. He has 
also worked as a camp chaplain and as an 
apprentice funeral director. He counts himself  
as a Christian in the Universalist tradition of  our 
faith.

     Dennis’ current schedule is such that our 
part-time position is attractive, and we are 
excited about his experience in growing a 
children’s program.
     He also comes with a wealth of  interesting 
experiences and skills, including an Amateur 
Radio License, SCUBA experience, a bartending 
license, and an amusement ride operators’ 
license.
     The Religious Education Committee is 
currently working out details of  Dennis’ 
schedule through the summer and into the 
coming year.
     Please help us welcome Dennis.
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June Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
6/2 John and Kaye Wickenberg
6/9 Barb Johnson and Sandy Zingler
6/16 Alex and Marcia Romashko
6/23 Peggy Ann Harris and Bonnie Koehler
6/30 Michol Ford and Mike Reavis

Coffee hosts
6/2 Ellen Poplawski and Geoff  
Blankenmeyer
6/9 Paula Pambianco and Bonnie Koehler
6/16 Dona Lundin
6/23 Mary Duerson
6/30 Tudy Boling and Sara Toenes

Please find a replacement if  you are going to 
be absent.

Threads United, June 26

     Threads United will meet at Marcia 
Romashko's house 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,  
June 26.  The group is currently making quilts 
for Healing Hearts, a local non-profit agency 
that offers grief  support.  
     Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com for 
information.     

United Blood Drive, June 6

     Stock up on your spinach so you can donate 
blood at the United Blood drive 3 - 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 6, in the sanctuary.
     Blood donations can be given every eight 
weeks, so if  you have not given since April 11 
you are eligible to donate at United’s blood 
drive.
     Whether you are a regular blood donor or a 
first-time donor interested in saving lives, please 
contact Ellen Poplawski at erpop@wi.rr.com 
for more information.    

June Food pantry collection

      The focus for our food pantry collection 
this month is boxed meals and side dishes.  
Items such as macaroni and cheese and rice are 
easy to prepare and can make a filling meal. 
     A donation bin is located in the front foyer 
by the coat rack.  

Pridefest Milwaukee, June 7-9, Summerfest 
grounds in Milwaukee

     Pridefest Milwaukee is a three-day celebration 
of  the culture and accomplishments of  our local 
LGBTQ+ community. The event is filled with fun 
music, comedy, food, self-expression, and family-
friendly activities.
     For many years, area Unitarian Universalist 
churches have joined in the Pridefest parade, 
organized by Unitarian Universalist Church West 
in Brookfield. Members of  United have marched 
with the group for several years. 
     The parade steps off  at 2 pm at S. 2nd Street 
near Lapham Blvd. in Milwaukee. Contact Rev. 
David for more information. Come join the fun.
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UUC Monthly Committee Reports 

Social Action - Report as of: 5/21/2019 
What is your committee up to? Ongoing collections of  
shoes, purses, travel-sized toiletries and non-perishable 
food items for local Food Pantries. 
Recent accomplishments? Ongoing collections noted 
above. Committed to preparing and serving a meal to 
people who utilize the MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary. 
What do you need? Blood Donors for Blood Drive on 
Thursday, June 6th from 3-7 in the church sanctuary. 
People to help cook and serve food at the MacCanon 
Brown Homeless Sanctuary on Friday, June 14th. 
Cooking from 11-1:30 at United, then Serving from 2:00-
5:00 at MacCanon Brown Sanctuary. 
When is your next committee meeting? Sunday, June 
16th @ noon. 

Auction - Report as of: 5/28/2019 
What is your committee up to? Nothing now! The 
auction is over. Whew! :-) 
Recent accomplishments? Successful completion of  
the auction. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and 
we had a record-breaking year, earning about $15,500 for 
the church! The committee held a review meeting to 
discuss what to definitely keep for next year and 
opportunities for improvement. 
What do you need? Nothing right now. 
When is your next committee meeting? Dec 2019 

MacCannon Brown Sanctury, June 14

     United UUC will be preparing and serving a taco 
dinner to guests at the MacCannon Brown Sanctuary at 
17th and Locust in Milwaukee on Friday, June 14, and 
we need cooks, drivers and servers.
     Several members of  the Social Action Committee 
have toured this shelter in recent months and were 
impressed with the welcoming, respectful and needed 
programming. Preparing a meal for the guests here is a 
larger task than we have undertaken in the past. But it is 
very doable.  So we are going to give it a try. We are 
making no promises for the future, as we recognize our 
own size and limitations. But I believe this experience 
may help us learn more about our own capacity, and 
most certainly will help us grow in spirit.
     We will serve meals for approximately 120 people, 
including about 40 sit-down dinners at the shelter, 
which are served restaurant-style, not buffet, and the 
rest offered as take-out. We do not need drinks, and 
carry-out containers are provided. Mostly what we will 
offer is food and service. Program coordinators at the 
shelter will keep us organized. This is a very well-run 
shelter.
     Meal prep and cooking will take place here at United 
beginning at 11:30 am. Drivers and servers will leave 
here at 1:45 pm. The meal begins at 3:30 pm. We will be 
finished by 5:30 pm. 
     What we need will be:

4 to 5 volunteers to prepare the food.
6 to 10 volunteers to serve.
Drivers to get us downtown and back again 

(who could be servers, or not, when we arrive).
Bakers to offer a dozen or more cookies or 

bars 

     We already have a dozen who have agreed to help. So 
we can make this work in any case. But more hands make 
light work. How can you ever have too many brownies? 
And I think the experience of  the shelter itself  is worth 
the commitment. Wherever you choose to help, we are 
asking for only about four hours of  your time.
     To volunteer, please contact Rev. David, 515 231 2536, 
or Ellen Poplawski, 262 844 5161.
     Thanks!
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Thank you for all who participated in our 2019 Spring 
Auction, Lights Camera AUCTION! This year was yet 
another great success for our congregation. We made a net 
profit of   $15,421.29!
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Mindfulness Meditation Group, Tuesday 
Evenings - New starting time

     Starting in June, the mindfulness meditation 
group will meet every Tuesday evening from 6:30 to 
8 pm in the UUUC sanctuary. We have members 
from the UUUC and the Lake Country UUC as well 
as people from various parts of  Waukesha County. 
This friendly and welcoming group provides an 
opportunity to learn or deepen a mindfulness 
practice. No previous meditation experience is 
necessary; an introduction and guided meditation 
will be provided for anyone new to meditation.
     Various studies have shown the benefits of  
mindfulness meditation: reduced stress and anxiety, 
increased peace of  mind and happiness, improved 
health, and stronger relationships.
     The format for the group includes different types 
of  meditation practice, selected readings, and 
discussion of  readings and practice. Currently we are 
reading No Death, No Fear by Thich Nhat Hanh. 
Copies of  the book will be available to share.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with any questions or 
simply join us any Tuesday.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, June 5 
and 19

     The Buddhist study group will meet on June 5 
and 19 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Linden Grove 
campus, 837 Veterans Way, Mukwonago.  
     Any interested members, friends, or anyone who 
wishes to bring greater peace to their own minds are 
encouraged to stop in and find out if  this group 
might assist you, or someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Dances of  Universal Peace, June 20

 Abundant Beauty spilled creatively into a shared fullness of  
life

     Dances of  Universal Peace will be held on June 
20 at United UU Congregation. We'll start at 7 p.m. 
and end approximately at 9:15 p.m. 
     Join us in an evening of  chant and movement 
celebrating the innumerable ways that beauty can 
grace and enhance our lives. We will flow with the 
artistic force of  the universe. We will marvel at the 
unexpected, express our reverence for what is 
breathtaking, and explore some lovely wisdom 
sayings, sacred melodies and simple circle dances 
from a few of  the world’s spiritual paths.            
      All dances will be taught, all are welcome, no 
previous experience necessary. Dances of  Universal 
Peace participants are guided in a living experience 
of  unity, peace and integration. No performers or 
audience; all involved. An item to place temporarily 
on the altar is encouraged.  A free will offering will 
be gratefully accepted. Bring comfortable footwear 
and a water bottle if  desired. 
     Direct questions to Patti Kies at (262) 642-9289 
or pattiburncake@hotmail.com.
             
End-of-the-year small group schedule

     Strange Brew/Soul Matters – 6 pm Wednesday, 
June 12, Magellan’s Pizza, downtown Waukesha, 
beverages and pizza. (NOTE: This is the second 
Wednesday of  the month, changed from usual 
schedule.)

     Strange Brew/Soul Matters – 10 am Thursday, 
June 13, Café DeArts, Waukesha. Coffee and 
conversation. (NOTE: This is the second Thursday 
of  the month, changed from the usual schedule.)

     Exploring Spirituality – 7 pm Thursday, June 13, 
United Unitarian Universalist Congregation.



June 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3
 Mindful Meditation  
6:30pm

4
Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

5
Blood drive  37pm

6 7 8

Annual 
Congregational 
meeting, after service

9 10
Mindful Meditaion 
6:30pm

11  

Strange Brew 
6pm

12
Soul Matters 10am

Exploring Spirituality 
7pm

13
McCannon Brown 
Sanctuary meal 
preparation and 
delivery 11:30am

14 15

Social Action  
committee meeting 
12pm

16 17
Mindful Meditation 
6:30pm

18
Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

19
Dances of Universal 
Peace 7pm

20 21 22

23
July newsletter 
deadline

24
Mindful Meditation 
6:30pm

25
Threads United 
9:30am

26 27 28 29

30


