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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

January 2018 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

January 7 - O Ye of  Little Faith - Guest speaker: Rev. Tony Larsen

     People often think UUs have no faith. But while it is true we have no creeds, we do believe in 
some very important things. Find out this Sunday. 

      Tony Larsen studied to be a Roman Catholic priest before becoming a UU minister. He recently 
retired from serving Olympia Brown UU Church in Racine (for 42 years--a record!).

January 14 – The Many Faces of  God - Rev. David Kraemer

     World Religion Day, a day begun in the Baha’i tradition, will be celebrated on Jan. 16. We will 
honor the day, and our own ecumenical, interfaith intention, with a look at how the image and idea 
of  God is received across the globe. A potluck will follow worship, and following the potluck, in 
honor of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we will show the film “Milwaukee 53206” in the 
sanctuary.

January 21 – Rumors of  My Demise, or How to Write Your Own 
Obituary - Rev. David Kraemer

      What will they say about you when you are gone? Here’s your chance to set the record straight. 
There will be a little interaction in this service. Come ready to write and share.

January 28 – Ritual for Change and Growth 
 
     What is it that you would like to grow into? What would you like to leave behind? This time of  
year is a good time for reflection and for setting intention. 
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Letter from the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's office hours are
Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
He can be reached via email at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

Sometimes I can’t help myself. Our theme for 
January is “Intention.” With sincere apologies to 

the creators of  the Soul Matters material we use each 
month to shape our learning and worship, this month’s 
theme keeps me thinking about what they say about the 
road to hell.
     Intention is tricky. Good intentions will not get you 
out of  a speeding ticket or running a red light. Neither 
will they get you a pass when you say something stupid 
or insulting to a friend or acquaintance.
     But without intention, what keeps us from running 
amok? I know I need to continually resolve to do things 
differently, to pay attention. It’s way too easy to lose 
intention, to fire off  the first thing that pops into my 
head. Like the road to hell.
     The Soul Matters packet is pretty good about this. 
Katie Covey, who is part of  the group that sets the Soul 
Matters themes, writes at the start: “Intention is 
different from setting goals or resolutions in that it 
‘pulls us into’ who we truly are. Goals and resolutions 
‘push us out’ into future possibilities. To set intentions, 
we listen to our inner voice which tells us who we truly 
are.”
     The Soul Matters packet is not about New Year’s 
Resolutions and how we all set ourselves up to fail. It’s 
not even about becoming a better person. It’s about 
being ourselves, on a road to somewhere.
     There are good exercises in here in completing 
sentences and in finding daily practices. One I especially 
like is this line: “Your day is pretty much determined by 
how you spend your first hour.”
     I’ve also always liked the quote from Henry David 
Thoreau that starts out:  “I went to the woods because 
I wished to live deliberately.” That’s how I’ve always 
tried to live.
     There’s another good quote from Thoreau in here: 
“It is not enough to be busy. So are the ants. The 
question is: What are you busy about?”

     And from Ralph Waldo Emerson: “A person will 
worship something, have no doubt about that. We 
may think our tribute is paid in secret in the dark 
recesses of  our hearts, but it will out. That which 
dominates our imaginations and our thoughts will 
determine our lives, and our character. Therefore, it 
behooves us to be careful what we worship, for what 
we are worshipping we are becoming.”
     This month we will welcome Rev. Dr. Tony 
Larsen into our pulpit. Tony retired in December 
from Olympia Brown Unitarian Universalist Church 
in Racine after 42 years of  service. That’s an 
amazing accomplishment. OBUUC was my first 
Unitarian Universalist Church and I am glad to have 
Tony’s support now in this congregation. He will be 
with us three more times this winter and spring.
     Our Strange Brew/Soul Matters groups will 
meet, 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10, at Magellan’s Pizza; 
and 10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, at Café D’Arts. 
     We will continue our adult religious education 
effort this month with the film “Milwaukee 53206,” 
which chronicles the lives of  those living in the zip 
code that incarcerates the highest percentage of  
black men in America. We will show the film in the 
sanctuary following the potluck on Jan. 14.
     We also will celebrate World Religion Day, and 
have a little fun at an interactive worship service 
titled “Rumors of  My Demise,” or “How to Write 
Your Own Obituary.”
     I hope you set your intention to join us. See you 
on the road sometime.
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Announcements & Events

Email our Director of  
Religious Education, Katelyn 
Berken at dre@uniteduuc.org 
for more information.

Soul Matters/Strange Brew group discuss 
Intention, Jan. 10 and 11

     The theme for our Strange Brew/Soul 
Matters small groups this month is 
“Intention.” Study packets will be sent via 
email and available in print form at church. 
Small groups will meet for pizza and beverages 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10, at Magellan’s 
Pizza, downtown Waukesha; and for coffee at 
10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, at Café D’Arts, 830 
W. St. Paul Ave., Waukesha. 

Treasurer's report

Religious Education
Director of  Religious Education, Katelyn Berken    

     The Religious Education theme for January is intention. We will discuss 
what intentions are and how they can relate to a new start, such as the 
beginning of  a new year. We will explore the difference between inner 
intentions and those expressed outward through word or action. Cultural 
events relevant to the month of  January provide great examples of  this and 
allows us to acknowledge their historical importance, as well.

Congregational meeting, Jan. 7

     Following the Dec. 17 congregational 
meeting regarding the church roof, we will 
have another meeting discussing a building 
inspector's report detailing the roof  
condition. 
     A copy of  the inspection report was 
emailed to members on Dec. 22.

Christmas Eve plate collection

     The plate collection from our Christmas 
Eve service, collected $874 for The Maria: 
Puerto Rico Real-Time Recovery Fund.

Out of  the office

Paul Bergmann, our treasurer, will be gone 
from January 13 until February 8.  Any 
financial questions during that time should 
be directed to Patty Vanderpoel in the 
church office.
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Food pantry collection

     The FOOD Pantry of  Waukesha County's 
website says, "If  you'd serve it, we want it." 
Below is a list of  items they need the most.

Canned items (fruit, protein, vegetables)
Cereal
Boxed meals
Soup (regular and low sodium)
Cooking oil
Low or no sugar items
Sugar free powdered drink mix
Soy or rice milk
Baby formula
Diapers
Baby wipes
Stages 1, 2 and 3 baby food
 
     The donation bin is in the front foyer by the 
coat area. 
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

Threads United, Jan. 10 and 24, 9:30 a.m.

           Threads United has changed its 
meeting dates to  every other Wednesday of  
the month instead of  the first and third. If  
you are unsure of  a meeting date, please see 
the United website home page or calendar. 
Meetings are held at Marcia Romashko's 
home. Contact owasseh@yahoo.com for 
details.

Social Action: Service commitee 

Ongoing collections

Gently used coats and jackets As you clean out 
your closets, please consider those in need of  a 
clean winter coat or jacket. All shapes and sizes 
accepted.
Gently used shoes and purses This is an ongoing 
collection that goes to the Hope Center.
Travel size personal care items 
 
     Collection baskets and bins are in the front 
foyer by the coat area.
  

The next Social Action: Service 
committee meeting is in Feb. 18,
 11:45 a.m.
There is no January meeting due to 
previously scheduled events.

Hebron House meal, Jan. 21

     The next meal to be prepared for 
Hebron House is scheduled to Jan. 21 after 
service. This is a date change. 

Christmas Clearing Council

     Our congregation sponsored two local 
families in need for Christmas. We delivered 
armfuls of  packages for the children (8 
between the two families) and Target gift 
cards for each family. Thank you for your 
generosity!
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January Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
1/7 - Meg and Moni Whaley
1/14 - Chet and Sally Celenza
1/21 - Alex and Marcia Romashko
1/28 - John and Kaye Wickenberg

Coffee hosts
1/7 - Carol and John Pauly
1/14 - Jim Brownlow and Lisa Bieri
1/21 - Goeff  Blankenmeyer and Ellen  
           Poplawski
1/28 - Gen Freese and Chad Lantow

                               
Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     Although not a United UUC group the 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.
     Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.
     Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

     United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 
     Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. No need to sign up. Just stop in!

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, 
first and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m.  at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Verterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or 
anyone who wishes to bring greater peace to 
their own minds are encouraged to stop in 
and find out if  this group might assist you, or 
someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

2017-2018 Potluck schedule

     Potluck lunches will follow worship on the 
second Sunday of  a scheduled month.
 
January 14 - Soup and Sandwich
February 11 - Chili potluck
March 11 - TBD
     Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship hall two weeks before a potluck 
meal. Please contact Kaye Wickenberg about 
our potluck meals at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com.

Soup and sandwich potluck, Jan. 14

    We're looking to warm up in January with a 
Soup and Sandwich potluck on Jan. 14.
     A sign up sheet will be available.  Contact 
Kaye Wickenberg at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com 
to sign up or with any questions.
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Looking Back by Susan Begmann, historian

     Joseph Bond has always been my favorite 
early Mukwonago settler, so I was quite 
surprised when I discovered his name listed on 
line 55 in our Vital Records book. I assumed 
this was another Joseph Bond, as I didn’t think 
he would still be alive in 1877 when our church 
was founded. But a check of  the dates 
confirmed it was indeed, him.  I was thrilled 
that one of  the most universally liked early 
settlers was a member of  our congregation. 
Not only was he respected by the early settlers 
in Mukwonago, but also by the Native 
Americans, and best of  all, this lifelong 
bachelor had friends who considered him 
family, and cared for him at the end of  his life. 
 That is indeed a testament to the kind of  man 
he was.  In the Memoirs of  Waukesha County 
it says, “Through years of  association with men 
contending for personal and political advantage 
he ever maintained the respect of  those with 
whom he came in touch, for he was a genial, 
companionable man of  a type all too rare in 
these later days.  His unassuming nature 
prevented him from obtaining a prominence 
reached by many men of  lesser ability, but no 
account of  the early history of  Waukesha 
county will ever be complete that does not give 
an important place to Joseph Bond.” 

     Born in Washington County, New York on 
Oct 10, 1800, he was self-educated, having left 
school at age twelve.  He had a curious nature 
and loved reading and this helped him in later 
life, when he became involved in local and state 
politics.  After selling his farm in East 

Hamburg, he arrived in Mukwonago in 1839.  It 
was just two and a half  years after the first 
settlers in Mukwonago had traded two barrels of  
flour in return for the Potawatomi giving them 
permission to build a log cabin and live there 
over the winter, so Bond faced all of  the 
challenges of  pioneer life.  Using the profits 
from the sale of  his farm, he purchased 280 
acres between NN and LO, and he immediately 
set to work to clear the land.  At age thirty-eight, 
he was an imposing figure. He was 6’4” and had 
to stoop because of  the low doors and ceilings in 
most of  the houses. The Milwaukee Free Press 
describes him as “being able in his youth to be a 
model for a statue of  Apollo.”

     Life was hard, but being much taller and 
stronger than the average man of  that time he 
was ideally suited to pioneer life. The Town of  
Mukwonago Record reported that “he did the 
best of  work among the oak openings, splitting 
rails like a second Lincoln; made his farm 
valuable and erected good and commodious 
buildings upon it.” 

     Not only did the early settlers face the 
challenges of  clearing the wilderness, but also 
the necessity of  forming new towns and 
counties, and of  governing the new territory.  It 
was at this critical time that Bond stepped up to 
devote a large portion of  his time to help 
organize the county and territory.  It is a tribute 
to him that after only one year in Mukwonago, 
he had inspired enough confidence among his 
fellow settlers to be chosen to represent the 
district in the four year old Territorial 
Legislature, where he served for two terms in 
1840 and 1841.  He was respected not only by 

We have our own J. Bond
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the settlers but by the Potawatomi Indians. 
 They called him “Wau-bus-kee” which meant 
white, and “Netch,” meaning “open hand,” 
because of  his generosity to them.  They 
especially appreciated the tobacco he offered 
them. 

     In 1845 a meeting in Prairieville (now 
Waukesha), was called to discuss whether to 
divide Milwaukee County in two.  Bond was 
chosen to be the presiding officer at the 
meeting, and he is credited with naming the 
county.  He suggested the name of  
Waukeshah. Two spelling errors changed the 
name to Waukesha when the final “h” was 
changed to a “w” and then left off  altogether. 
 The original name he suggested meant fox in 
Potawatomi, but as it stands today it is neither 
an English or Indian word.  Bond was chosen 
to present the bill to the legislature and it was 
approved in 1846.  In 1847 he represented 
Mukwonago from the newly created county in 
the Territorial State Legislature and at the 
same time he represented Mukwonago on the 
County Board for 3 terms. During his second 
term he was elected chairman and served 
while the courthouse was being built.  In 1848 
when Wisconsin became a State he was elected 
as a Democratic assemblyman to the first 
Wisconsin State Legislature where he helped 
organize the various departments of  State 
Government. 

     When Bond was no longer able to farm his 
land he moved in with his lifelong friends, the 
Camps, where he spent the last three years of  
his life.  Henry Camp, who was one of  
Mukwonago’s founding fathers, was by this 
time dead, but his wife Emily, a founding 
member of  our church, was still living in 
Mukwonago.  The families had always been 

close and their daughter Emma called Bond 
her second father, and named her son Bond. 
     One amusing story about Bond that was 
passed down by the Camp family was about 
the time when Bond was so sick, they were 
convinced he was going to die.  They ordered 
a special coffin to fit his 6’4” frame.  But they 
jumped the gun a bit, because much to their 
chagrin Bond recovered.  It wouldn’t have 
been such a big deal if  Bond hadn’t been so 
tall, but it was obvious who the coffin was 
for.  Bond would stop in from time to time to 
talk to Dillenbeck, the undertaker, so 
Dillenbeck had to disguise the coffin so Bond 
wouldn’t realize there was already a coffin 
waiting for him.  

     It is touching to see the close bond 
between Bond and the Camps.  They 
considered him family and when he died on 
Jan 26, 1884, he was buried in Oak Knoll 
Cemetery, next to the Camps, the friends who 
he loved.  I searched for a photograph of  this 
remarkable unassuming man, but could not 
find one.  The only thing left of  his very 
distinguished life when he died was a small 
trunk with a few books, which can still be 
seen at the Red Brick museum.  



January 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

2
Yoga 5:30pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

3 4 5 6

Congregational 
meeting 11:30am

7 8
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

9
Threads United 
9:30am

Yoga 5:30pm

Strange Brew 6pm

10
Soul Matters 10am

11 12 13

Potluck

14 15
Non Violent 
Communications 
group 10:30am

Mindful Meditation 
7pm

16
Yoga 5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

17 18 19 20

Hebron House meal 
11:45am

21 22
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

23
Threads United 
9:30am

Yoga 5:30 pm

24 25 26 27

28 29
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

30
Yoga 5:30 pm

31




