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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

December 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

Dec. 3, 2017  - Saints and Sinners - Rev. David Kraemer

     Recent revelations of  sexual harassment and abuse by prominent men in both political parties 
have left many of  us reeling. How do we maintain hope when our icons fall? We will look to some 
ancient wisdom and our own principles for help in troubled times.

Dec. 10, 2017 - Where we come from - Rev. David Kraemer

     A celebration of  140 years of  history by United Unitarian Universalist Congregation, established 
in Mukwonago in 1877. This service will lift up the people and events that have marked this church 
from the beginning, and serve as an overture for a year’s worth of  celebration to come. We also will 
welcome new members on this Sunday and enjoy a potluck. Please come and celebrate. 

Dec. 17, 2017 - Children’s pageant

     Come join in an impromptu come-as-you-are Christmas pageant for children and adults alike. We 
will tell the Christmas story with good cheer and warm hearts. But be careful! You might get asked 
to be a sheep!

Dec. 24, 10:30 a.m. - A Morning Star Rises - Rev. David Kraemer

     Come celebrate the promise of  new life, reaffirmed with each child that’s born. 

Dec. 24, 4 p.m. - Lessons and Carols - Rev. David Kreamer

    In United tradition, we will celebrate Christmas Eve with a multigenerational, candlelight service, 
with lots of  singing and updated “lessons” for today.

Dec. 31 - Coffee House - Meg Whaley

    We invite everyone to share a song, a dance, a poem, a drawing or another art form with the 
congregation. If  it speaks to you, it may speak to others as well.  
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Letter from the Minister

     “How do you do it?,” someone asked a 
couple of  weeks ago. In my work with 
SOPHIA and with this church, with all the 
discouragement and disappointment these days, 
the enormity, the outright hostility, how do I 
keep up hope, they wanted to know.
     I admit, it is debilitating at times. A lot of  
what I do is put up a front. It’s part of  my job 
to present to you confidence and optimism. But 
that’s not to say I am being false. This is not a 
confession of  a minister’s dirty little secret. A 
quote from a novel I read recently says even 
artificial light will allow you to see your way.
     One way to stay hopeful is to stay closely 
focused, I said. Nose to the grindstone. Pay 
attention to the people around you, the people 
you work with, who themselves are engaged in 
the task. There is much work being done to 
fight policies that would harass and alienate 
immigrants, to support reproductive rights and 
continued health care, to do the impossible task 
of  dismantling racism. Instead of  focusing on 
the enormity, here are energized, committed 
people, who keep on working in spite of  the 
odds. They – you – are a source of  hope.
     Another way is to take the long view, to 
know that the arch of  the universe is long, and 
that even small tweaks in the trajectory now will 
have great effect later on. From a reading we 
used last month from Australian Erfan Daliri, 
make your dent, do not resign to go unnoticed.
     We will take just such a long view this 
month, as we will celebrate our 140th 
anniversary with a special service on Dec. 10, 
the date closest to the actual founding of  this 
church. This church, this congregation has been 
a harbor for hope for a long time. As much as it 
is a refuge, it is an outpost, a place for those 

who would seek a better world to find 
themselves, and find others of  like mind.
     Hope is our theme for the month of  
December. The Soul Matters packets affirm 
the hard work of  being hopeful. Theologian 
Jurgen Moltmann says in the opening quote: 
“Those who hope...can no longer put up with 
reality as it is, but begin to suffer under it, to 
contradict it.” 
     Our Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups 
will meet to consider hope, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, at Magellan’s in 
downtown Waukesha for pizza and 
beverages; 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 14, for 
coffee. Let’s try one more location for coffee 
– Café d’Arts at 830 W. St. Paul Ave. We will 
hope that this place feels just right.
     Also this month, we will celebrate 
Christmas Eve with our traditional 
candlelight service, beginning at 4 p.m. 
Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, so 
for those who wish for a regular morning 
service, we also will offer a 10:30 a.m. service 
on Dec. 24. There will be no fellowship time 
after either service on Dec. 24, to give our 
hospitality crew time off, and to allow you to 
spend time with family or friends, or however 
you choose to use the holiday.
     I hope for you a blessed holiday season.

Rev. David Kraemer's office hours are
Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
He can be reached via email at 
minister@uniteduuc.org
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Announcements & Events

Email our Director of  
Religious Education, Katelyn 
Berken at dre@uniteduuc.org 
for more information.

Soul Matters/Strange Brew group discuss 
hope, Dec. 13 and 14 

Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups will meet 
to consider the theme of  hope this month. 
Study packets are available at church, or by 
email. Contact Patty Vanderpoel at the office, 
(262)544 1050, if  you need a packet. Groups 
will meet at:

 6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 13, at 
Magellan’s in downtown Waukesha for pizza 
and beverages.

 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 14, for coffee. 
We are going to try one more coffee shop to 
see if  the mix of  space and relative quiet 
works for us. Let’s meet at Café d’Arts at 830 
W. St. Paul Ave. 

Treasurer's report

Religious Education
Director of  Religious Education, Katelyn Berken    
     December is a relatively short month for the typical Religious Education 
format. The first few weeks will consist of  normal RE classes centered 
around the theme of  HOPE and how it relates to the various religious 
holidays that are celebrated this month. We will also be preparing for a 
children's pageant that will be performed for the congregation midway 
through the month. In the absence of  our Religious Education Director with 
Christmas and New Year's at the end of  the month, some services will be 
multigenerational, and for others the RE children will join those in childcare. 

Two services on Christmas Eve

     Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year. 
We will celebrate with our traditional 
multigenerational candlelight service, 
beginning at 4 p.m. For those who wish for a 
regular morning service, we also will offer a 
10:30 a.m. service. There will be no fellowship 
time after either service, to give our hospitality 
crew time off, and to allow you to spend time 
with family or friends, or however you choose 
to use the holiday.
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Food pantry collection

   We are collecting baking goods for the 
December food pantry collection. The donation 
bin is in the front foyer by the coat area. 
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

Threads United, Dec. 13 and 27, 
        9:30 a.m.

           Threads United has changed its 
meeting dates to  every other Wednesday of  
the month instead of  the first and third. If  
you are unsure of  a meeting date, please see 
the United website home page or calendar. 
Meetings are held at Marcia Romashko's 
home. Contact owasseh@yahoo.com for 
details.

Christmas Clearing Council

     Thank you to all who purchased gifts for 
the children of  two local families being 
helped by the Christmas Clearing Council. 
     If  you have not done so yet, please bring 
your wrapped gifts along with gift recipts to 
church no later than Dec. 3. A collections 
bin is in the Fellowship Hall. 
     Monetary donations will be accepted for 
the purchase of  gift cards as well. Contact 
Ellen Poplawski at (262)-844-5161 with 
questions. 

Social Action: Service commitee 

Ongoing collections

Gently used coats and jackets As you clean out 
your closets, please consider those in need of  a 
clean winter coat or jacket. All shapes and sizes 
accepted.
Gently used shoes and purses This is an ongoing 
collection that goes to the Hope Center.
Travel size personal care items 
Collection baskets and bins are in the front foyer 
by the coat area.
     To date the Social Action: Service committee 
has collected 30 coats and jackets, 238 pairs of  
shoes, 40 purses, and 194 personal care items. 
 These items have been delivered to local 
organizations, including the Hope Center. 

The next Social Action: Service 
committee meeting is in Feb. 18,
 11:45 a.m.
There will be no December or January 
meeting due to previously scheduled 
events.

Hebron House meal

     A meal was prepared by United members 
and friends for Hebron House and delivered 
on Oct. 29. A donation of  non-perishable 
food items was also delivered to Sienna 
House, which provides transitional housing 
for men and is under the Hebron House 
umbrella. 
     The next meal to be prepared for 
Hebron House is scheduled to Jan. 21 after 
service. This is a date change. 
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December Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
12/3 David and Kathi Mack and Erika Winkler
12/10 Barb Johnson and Sandy Zingler
12/17 Dave and Melissa Stolow
12/24 Sara Toenes
12/31 Tudy Bolling and Bonnie Koehler

Coffee hosts
12/3 Meg and Moni Whaley
12/10 Chet and Sally Celenza
12/17 Mary Beth Danielson and Len Lamberg
12/24 No coffee service
12/31 Michol Ford and Mike Reavis

                               
Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     Although not a United UUC group the 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.
     Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.
     Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

     United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 
     Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. No need to sign up. 
   There is NO yoga class on Dec. 20 and 27. 
Classes will resume Jan. 3.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, 
first and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m.  at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Verterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or 
anyone who wishes to bring greater peace to 
their own minds are encouraged to stop in 
and find out if  this group might assist you, or 
someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

2017-2018 Potluck schedule

Potluck lunches will follow worship on the 
second Sunday of  a scheduled month.
 
December 10 - Holiday brunch
January 14 
February 11 
March 11 

Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship hall two weeks before a potluck 
meal. Please contact Kaye Wickenberg about 
our potluck meals at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com.

Holiday Brunch potluck, Dec. 10

     Dec. 10 is our Holiday Brunch potluck. 
We're looking for egg dishes, sausages, 
hashbrown casseroles and all other Holiday 
brunch goodies. Contact Kaye Wickenberg at 
kwickenberg@wi.rr.com to sign up.
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UUUSM AND UUUC CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP

     I am often asked about our past 
membership numbers.  The question that 
pops up the most is, “What was the largest 
number of  members we ever had?”   It has 
taken quite a while to track down 140 years of  
membership information, but fortunately the 
UUA was able to help me out.  For most of  

Looking Back by Susan Begmann, historian

the years I had to rely on their records, but as 
our congregation did not always turn in 
membership numbers there is no data for some 
years.  Also the way the data was recorded 
changed over the years, but this graph gives an 
idea of  membership numbers since 1880.



December 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

Social Action: 
Advocacy meeting 
11:45 am

3 4
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

5
Yoga 5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

6 7 8 9

Holiday Brunch 
potluck

10 11
Board meeting 5 pm

Mindful Meditation 
7pm    

12
Threads United 
9:30am

Yoga 5:30 pm

Strange Brew 6pm

13
Soul Matters 10 am

14 15 16

Congregational 
meeting 11:45am

17 18
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

19
Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

NO YOGA CLASS

20 21
January newsletter 
deadline

22 23

Christmas Eve service 
10:30 am

Candle light Christmas 
Eve service 4 pm

24 25
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

26
Threads United 
9:30am

NO YOGA CLASS

27 28 29 30

31




