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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

April 2018 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

April 1, 2017 - River of  Grace - Rev. David Kraemer

      The Easter message is sometimes a hard one for Unitarian Universalists to understand. Our idea 
of  salvation rests more on determined intention than divine intervention. But the cycle of  life and 
death, of  sacrifice and renewal, and grace beyond our control  is the lesson of  the season. We will 
lean a little on our old friend Henry David Thoreau, and the imagery of  rivers ever flowing. Worship 
facilitator: Mary Beth Danielson

April 8, 2018 - Teach Your Children Well  - Rev. David Kraemer

     Our Religious Education program traces its roots back to long-time Sunday School teacher 
Carrie Lobdell, and before that to pioneer Carrie Rice. The importance of  liberal religious education 
is a cornerstone of  our church. Worship facilitator: Jennifer Beiriger.

April 15, 2018 - Nobody needs a machine gun - Rev. David Kraemer

     A reflection on country music, humanity, and common sense. Worship facilitator: 
Mary Beth Danielson.

April 22. 2018 - My Blue Boat Home - Rev. Tony Larsen

     Help us celebrate Earth Day this Sunday with guest minister Tony Larsen, who will speak on the 
need to respect the interdependent web of  all existence, of  which we are a part (our 7th UU 
principle). Worship facilitator: Jennifer Bieriger

April 29, 2018 - Ice Out - Rev. David Kraemer 

     Spring is officially here, and still we wait for better weather. Author Steven Pinker invites us to 
notice the sunshine of  progress in the world even as many around us preach a message of  fear and 
gloom. Worship facilitator: Meg Whaley
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Letter from the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's office hours are
Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
He can be reached via email at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

     As the weather has improved, our walks along 
the river have become more frequent. Mary and 
I have watched as an increasing number and 
variety of  migrating waterfowl have lit on the 
Fox – first several goldeneye, then redheads, 
scaup, buffleheads, a pair of  pied-billed grebes, 
and one, lone, tame hooded merganser we have 
come to call "Napoleon" for his stature and 
officiousness. He was a regular all last summer 
among the popcorn mallards and hybrids. He 
was gone all winter, now returned.
     The muskrats, too, have crawled out of  the 
muck to pile up mud houses through the rime of  
ice. And the mink that haunted the shoreline has 
been hunting again.
     As the water dropped, the rocks along the 
shoreline are crusted white. I had the feeling 
through the winter that the use of  road salt was 
especially high this winter. Its residue now shows 
where all that salt went – right down the river.
     But the tips of  the trees are pulsing red. No 
buds just yet, but soon. Further north, blue 
plastic bags hang from the maple trees – time for 
making syrup.
     Emergence is our theme for April. We might 
see in this a host of  meanings – emergence from 
our own personal winters, emergence as a 
church, emergence as a nation. I always think of  
life emerging from the murk and the mud this 
time of  year – improbable, irrepressible, life 
coming again and again.
     April is a busy month. Our annual auction 
will be April 14. Ongoing social action efforts 
 including SOPHIA’s annual fundraiser on April 
28, the first hints at candidate forums, and the 
push for sensible gun policy – call us to emerge 
from our homes and join the debate. And don’t 
forget to vote on April 3.

     A new roof  on the church will go up right 
after the auction. The contractors promise to 
clean up every night. But you might find 
parking somewhat restricted at some times 
that week. In answer to one concern raised, 
all shingles will be recycled. The installation 
of  solar panels will follow the roof  work, 
scheduled now for the first week of  May.
     Our Strange Brew/Soul Matters groups 
will meet, but let’s try a new spot for the 
Wednesday slot. I propose we meet at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 11, at House of  Guinness, 
just a few doors down from our usual spot. 
I’m hoping or a little less volume, a little 
easier conversation. The coffee group will 
meet at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 12, at Café 
De Arts on St. Paul Avenue in Waukesha.
     As always, I keep office hours on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, and I am always available by 
phone or email. Or catch me along the river.
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious 

Education
 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Treasurer's report

Religious Education
Director of  Religious Education Katelyn Berken   
 
      The focus for the month of  April is emergence. World religions will also 
be a major theme throughout the month. There are a number of  holidays of  
different religions throughout the month of  April. Each week a different 
religion and its coordinating holiday will provide an example for the sub-
theme of  emergence that is being discussed.     

Soul Matters/Strange Brew, April 11 and 
12

     Our Strange Brew/Soul Matters groups 
will meet, but let’s try a new spot for the 
Wednesday slot. I propose we meet at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 11, at House of  Guinness, 
just a few doors down from our usual spot. 
I’m hoping or a little less volume, a little 
easier conversation. The coffee group will 
meet at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 12, at Café 
De Arts on St. Paul Avenue in Waukesha.   

Second Sunday Potluck, April 8

     Please join us after service, Sunday, April 8, 
for a Sunday Brunch potluck.  Egg dishes, 
bacon, sausage and coffee cakes are all on the 
menu.  A sign up sheet will be in the 
Fellowship Hall. Contact Kaye Wickenberg 
for details.
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UUUC 15th Annual Spring Auction

Pioneers for Unity

April 14 starting at 6 p.m.
United UUC

506 N Washington Ave.,Waukesha

Hitch up your wagon and head on down to 
United UUCs 15th Annual Auction

Celebrating UUUCs 140 years of  the pioneering spirit.

6 p.m. - Enjoy live music and a dessert sale while you peruse auction items,
7 p.m. - Live auction begins,
9 p.m. - Approximate check out time.

     The annual auction is our largest fundraiser of  the year and not only provides a 
substantial percentage of  our annual budget, it helps to create the social calendar for the 
year.
     Enjoy live music, homemade treats, bidding on wonderful auction items and a 50/50 
raffle.  Tell your friends and family and get ready for fun!

New roof  for United

     Semper Fi roofing will begin replacing the 
roof  on the church on April 16, the Monday 
following United’s annual fundraising auction. 
Work is expected to take about a week. The 
roofers will clean up all nails and debris each 
day, and no night time activities (meditation 
group, yoga, etc.) will be affected. However the 
parking lot may be cordoned off  at times 
during the day during demolition and 
installation. A large dumpster will be located 
toward the back of  the lot and other 
equipment or materials may be present. We 
will make sure that at least one accessible 
parking space is open during this time.
     The roofers will give extra attention to the 

valley between the tower and the back sloped 
roof  to prevent leakage. All materials 
removed from the roof  will be recycled.
     Upon completion of  the roof, our solar 
panel installer, Arch Electric, will begin work. 
We are currently slated for work to begin on 
solar installation the week of  May 7.
     We are grateful for the financial support 
of  many in the congregation, and rejoicing in 
how we can live in to our values and 
principles with this work.
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April Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
4/1 Adele Revoy and Peggy Lippke
4/8 Bonnie Koehler and Jenny McAllister
4/15 Sara Toenes and TBD
4/21 Carol and John Pauly
4/28 Lisa Bieri and Jim Brownlow

Coffee hosts
4/1 Sandy Zingler and Barb Johnson
4/8 Michol Ford and Mike Reavis
4/15 Meg and Moni Whaley
4/21 Mike and Donna Dawicki
4/28 Gilles and Sarah Fouquart

Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Food pantry collection    

    In April, the focus for the food pantry will be 
regular and low sodium soups.
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

Threads United, 9:30 a.m., April 4 and 18

     Threads United will meet on April 4 and 
18 at Marcia Romashko's house. The group is 
currently making quilts for  Healing Hearts, a 
local non-profit agency that offers grief  
support.
Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com for 
information.

Social Action: Service commitee 

Ongoing collections

     The Social Action: Service committee 
collects certain items on an ongoing basis. 
Donation bins can be found in the front foyer 
for coats, shoes, purses and personal care 
items. Once collected, all donations are 
delivered to area organizations such as The 
Hope Center.     

The next Social Action: Service 
committee meeting is April 15, 
            at 11:45 a.m., in the sanctuary.

Save the date!

    United will host a blood drive from 
2-7 p.m. Thursday, June 28, in the sanctuary. 
Save the date to save a life!

Hebron House

     The Social Action: Service committee 
plans to meet soon to discuss future Hebron 
House meals. The committee will likely re-
visit the effort later this year.
     If  you would like to help on an individual 
basis, please go to hebronhouse.org and click 
DONATE and then DONATION NEEDS.
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 SOPHIA Annual Breakfast and Silent 
Auction, April 28   

      Join with social-justice-minded people of  
Waukesha County at SOPHIA of  Waukesha’s 
Annual Breakfast & Silent Auction Fundraiser, 
8:30 a.m. Saturday, April 28, at La Casa de 
Esperanza, 410 Arcadian Ave., Waukesha.
     Tickets are $40. See Rev. David to reserve a 
spot.
     The keynote speaker this year will be Reggie 
Jackson, dynamic speaker from Milwaukee, who 
will address “Using a Historical Lens to Build 
Racial Understanding.” Jackson’s message has 

Join in for PrideFest and the Pride 
Parade!

     PrideFest Milwaukee is an exciting 
community experience produced each year by 
the non-profit organization Milwaukee Pride, 
Inc.  PrideFest is a celebration of  the culture 
and accomplishments of  our local LGBTQ+ 
community, a time for needs, and issues to be 
communicated, and for networking and 
support to be shared!  It’s also three days of  
fun, music, comedy, food, self-expression and 
family-friendly activities on June 8-10, 2018.
     This year, the SE Wisconsin Unitarian 
Universalist congregations are planning to 
participate at PrideFest via a booth in the 
Health and Wellness Commons alongside our 
many Milwaukee-Area LGBTQ+ affirming 
faith communities.  We’re partnering with the 
Queer and Allied Faith Leaders of  Milwaukee 
to host a part of  the festival where attendees 
can know they are “blessed and beloved.” 

been in high demand. Here’s your chance to 
hear him speak.
     The keynote address will take a close look at 
the historical forces that have created racial 
divisions throughout our nation’s history, to 
gain a better understanding of  how we became 
a nation that is so divided by race. We will look 
at some common sense solutions that will assist 
us in making progress towards building a 
racially just society that we will all benefit from 
as Americans.

Rev. Suzelle Lynch and Intern Minister 
Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson at Unitarian 
Universalist Church West in Brookfield are 
spearheading the effort.

 Pride Parade, too!  

     Then join in for the Pride Parade, which 
steps off  at 2 pm on Sunday, June 10, on S. 
2nd Street near Lapham Blvd. in Milwaukee. 
Several members of  United participated last 
year, it was a great event. 
     Join us in continuing our UU tradition of  
celebrating people of  all sexual orientations 
and gender identities, and the joyful work of  
linking communities, generations and diverse 
groups at Pride!
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Call for sensible gun laws

     Students demonstrating against gun 
violence in the aftermath of  the Feb. 14 mass 
shooting at a high school in Parkland, Fla., 
have inspired adults within Waukesha and the 
United congregation in recent weeks.
     On March 14, several members of  United 
joined a group of  nearly 70 people who 
marched in solidarity with students on walk-
out from classes. Rev. David Kraemer later 
that day joined others at the Waukesha School 
Board meeting to call on the board for a ban 
on assault weapons.
     On March 18, the national group Moms 
Demand Action held a local organizing 
meeting at United following worship. About 
40 attended, including eight members of  
United.
     And on March 25, six United members 
were among hundreds participating in the 
March for Our Lives in downtown 
Milwaukee. Susan Bergmann has provided 
photos.

2018 UUA General Assembly 

     This year, the UUA General Assembly will 
take place in Kansas City, MO from June 20-24. 
 All information regarding housing, registration, 
events calendars and programming highlights 
can be found on the UUA website, 
www.uua.org/ga.
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Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     The Mindful Meditation Group meets 
every Tuesday from 7- 8:30 p.m., at United, in 
the sanctuary.
     Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.
     Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

     United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
     Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. No need to sign up. Just stop in!

     Yoga will take a spring break on April 4 
and 11. Join us again on the 18th.
  

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, first 
and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m.  at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Veterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or anyone 
who wishes to bring greater peace to their own 
minds are encouraged to stop in and find out 
if  this group might assist you, or someone you 
know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the groups email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Dances of  Universal Peace, April 19, 
         7 p.m.

     Join us in sharing an evening of  chants and 
movement as we focus on the April theme of  
emergence. No previous experience necessary. 
All dances will be taught. All are welcome!
     Dances of  Universal Peace will be held at 
United UUC, 506 N. Washington Ave, 
Waukesha.
     A free will offering will be gratefully 
accepted.



Page 9

Looking Back, by Susan Bergmann, historian

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS TRACE THE 
BUILDING OF OUR CHURCH

     It is fun to look at the newspaper clippings that 
chronicle the founding of  our church.  At times the 
language is delightfully antiquated, taking us back to a 
time when Mukwonago was referred to as a hamlet, and 
our church “a new edifice”.  It is interesting to view 
events through the eyes of  the people who were alive at 
the time.  
     Through these articles we can see what an amazing 
accomplishment the founding of  our church was.  They 
show the congregation hard at work to raise money, 
purchase land and tear down the rookery to make way 
for the church.  Built at a time when the center of  
Mukwonago was very rustic, the community felt that the 
new church improved the appearance of  the business 
section of  town, and I am sure they were pleased that 
the UUs included a town hall on the lower level, to serve 
as a community center for the village.                   

Waukesha Freeman Feb 21, 1878, Mukwonago 
Section

        At a Sociable at the home of  Mr. and Mrs. O.F. Sargeant 
last Monday night there was realized ten dollars and forty cents, 
which goes into the treasury of  the new church societies.  The next 
Gathering will be held at the residence of  Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Andrews. 
       There will be a social hop at Platner’s Hotel next Monday 
evening, February 25th under the auspices of  the Unitarian and 
Universalist Church Societies.  All are invited to attend.
       About $2000 has been subscribed for the erection of  a new 
church in this village.  It will be owned by the Unitarian and 
Universalist Church Societies.  The plan is to build a two-story 
construction with a town hall in the lower story. 

Waukesha Freeman March 7, 1878, Mukwonago 
News

     The dance and supper a week ago last Monday held for the 
benefit of  the new church societies netted over $72 and a church 
fir on this week Monday evening added to the amount in the 
treasury to the tune of  $45.  At this rate the church will be 
enabled to furnish their edifice when completed in magnificent 
style.

Waukesha Freeman April 18, 1878, Mukwonago 
News

     The Unitarian and Universalist Church Society has 
purchased two lots belonging to the Burgess estate in an eligible 
portion of  this village, sold the wagon and blacksmiths shops 
located thereon, and if  reports are true will soon have a new 
church underway.  C.S. Hartwell* of  Waukesha has drawn 
plans and figured on the cost, I believe.

May 9, 1878, Waukesha Freeman, Mukwonago 
News

     It begins to look as though we should have another church 
edifice soon. The old rookeries have been removed from the lot 
purchased by the Universalists and Unitarians, but, whether 
they build or not, the business portion of  our hamlet has been 
improved in appearance.

June 6, 1878, Waukesha Freeman, Mukwonago 
News

     The foundation of  the new church is being laid.

*Hartwell was a leading Waukesha contractor and builder, 

who constructed some of  the most important buildings in 

Waukesha. S.B.
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Waukesha Freeman February 1879 

     A lengthy article describing the scuffle between founding 
member, Judge Martin Field, and Eli Miner, concludes, "It is 
feared the effect upon the new church which is presided over by the 
"Judge" will be detrimental."

August 1, 1878, Waterford Post - Caldwell’s Prairie 
Section 

     While speaking of  this place we will mention that the 
proposed new Unitarian and Universalist Church is progressing 
rapidly.  The wall is completed and the lumber for the framework 
already on the ground.  In consequence of  this building several new 
and much needed streets are being opened up.

June 6, 1878, Waukesha Freeman, Mukwonago 
News

     People await anxiously the erection of  the new Universalist 
and Unitarian Church, which was proposed early last spring when 
hell was catching it on all sides.  Doubtless it will be finished, but 
if  Beecher would only make another attack I imagine the work 
would be more expeditiously performed.  The foundation walls are 
up and some of  the lumber on the ground.

Sept 4, 1878, Waukesha Freeman, Mukwonago 
News

     The new church is building and shows to the passers-by that it 
will be a fine addition to the place.

Sept 26, 1878, Waukesha Freeman, Mukwonago 
News

     Gradually the new church is approaching completion and it 
adds material to the thrifty appearance of  our berg.  The lower 
story is to be used as a public hall.

November 14, 1878, Caldwell’s Prairie Section 

     The new church in Mukwonago will soon be dedicated and a 
dance will be given.

August 21, 1879, Mukwonago Section 

     The new Unitarian and Universalist Church at Mukwonago 
will be formally dedicated on August 26th, 27th and 28th with 
the following order of  service……..

February 4, 1880, East Troy Gazette, 
Mukwonago Section 

     The annual Meeting of  the U and U Society was held on 
Saturday, January 24…..The building was declared free of  
debt.

     The oldest newspaper clipping in our files



April 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Social Action: 
Advocacy meeting 
11:45 am

1 2 3
Threads United 
     9:30 am

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

NO YOGA

4 5 6 7

Brunch potluck 
    11:30 am

8 9 10
Strange Brew (House 
of Guinness) 6 pm

NO YOGA

11
Soul Matters (Cafe De 
Arts) 10 am

12 13  

Pioneers for Unity 
spring auction 6pm

14

Social Action: Service 
committee meeting 
11:45 am

15 16 17  

Threads 
United 9:30 am

Yoga 5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

18
Dances of Universal 
Peace 7 pm

19
May newsletter 
deadline

20 21

22 23
United Board meeting 
5pm

24
Yoga 5:30 pm

25 26 27 28

29 30




