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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

April 2019 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

uniteduuc.org

 Office hours
Tuesday, 9-3 p.m.
Friday, 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

April 7, 2019 - Who Am I?  The Mystery of  Personal Identity - Philip Chard

     The nature of  personal identity has been contemplated and examined extensively, but it remains 
elusive and opaque. Is the ego or "sense of  self" simply an artifact of  thought, a socially imposed 
construct, an amalgam of  memories, a manifestation of  soul, or something else altogether? Drawing 
on psychology, philosophy, neuroscience, consciousness studies and spirituality, we will examine sev-
eral surprising perspectives on the "Who am I?" question, a deeply personal inquiry that shapes 
many aspects of  individual experience - emotions, thoughts,actions, relationships and aspirations. 
With Kaye Wickenberg.

April 14, 2019 - How Not To Talk To Strangers - Rev. David Kraemer

     What is cultural misappropriation? How can we learn and grow at the same time that we respect 
boundaries? With Jennifer Beiriger.

April 21, 2019 - Root, Stem and Blossom - Rev. David Kraemer

      In celebration of  Easter, we will ask, which came first, the bunny or the egg? Our holidays are 
rich amalgamations of  tradition. We will explore the many sources of  Easter. With Meg Whaley.

April 28, 2019 - What’s Your Superpower?  - Rev. David Kraemer

     This day is National Super Hero Day. Captain Marvel notwithstanding, all of  us can be Super 
Heroes in some way. With Geoff  Blankenmeyer.
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Letter from David

Rev. David Kraemer can be reached at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

515-231-2536

     I couldn’t sleep one morning at 4 a.m., so 
instead of  rolling around in bed for a couple of  
hours, I got up to do something. The church 
board has been talking about making us all t-
shirts, as a way of  promoting ourselves, and 
building community. So I sat down in the dark 
and started brainstorming slogans to put on a 
shirt.
     Two hours later, when it was time to start 
the coffee, I had three pages worth.
     It is a brainstorm list. A lot of  what I came 
up with should never be used. But one thing led 
to another, and I allowed myself  the ability to 
write down whatever popped into my head.
     I started with borrowed slogans or ones we 
have used before: 
     The Uncommon Denomination
     Beyond Belief
     On the Side of  Love
     Deeds, Not Creeds
     Then I thought of  some lines from hymns 
or readings in the gray hymnal:
     Even to Question Truly is an Answer
     Leaning Over the Edge in Wonder
     Sing Out Praises for the Journey
     Cherish Your Doubts
     Some got snarky:
     Not just your usual radically-inclusive, 
justice-seeking, spiritually curious, atheist/
agnostic, rainbow—flagged, tie-dyed, peacenik, 
placard-waving, Black-Lives-Matter, religious 
community
     UUUC: the church your pastor warned you 
about
      Some touched on our values:
     No Hate
     No Walls
     No Creeds

     Some just aspired to the best in all of  us:
     Be kind to people, see what happens
     United in Love
     Listening to the still small voice within
     And some expressed a call to action:
     Be The Change
     Faith for the Planet
     Love Resists
     Steeling minds, stealing hearts
     Each of  these are snippets of  who we are, 
or who we might be. They don’t tell the 
whole story. But they get at essential parts. A 
good slogan will tell you something at the 
same time as it makes you to want to know 
more.
     Our theme this month is wholeness. Feel 
free to let these bits spark ideas of  your own. 
Who knows? Maybe they will end up on a t-
shirt.
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious Education

 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Religious Education

     The Religious Education theme for April is wholeness. 
The focuses of  this theme include widening the circle, 
being enough, and rebirth. The month also includes 
various religious and national holidays that we will 
recognize.

Members of  our Youth Group collected and packaged 

items for 91 Birthday Bags for the Food Pantry of  

Waukesha in honor of  Herb Lundin.

More from David

     April marks the month of  our annual church 
auction. You can find more on that elsewhere in the 
newsletter, but to repeat, the auction will begin at 6 
p.m. Saturday, April 27, here at United, under the 
banner of  “Lights, Camera, Auction.” It will be an 
Oscars-themed evening, with great decorations in the 
works, and show tunes. As much as we are a come-as-
your-are-kind-of-religion, this would be a good night 
for some swank. You are encouraged to dress to the 
nines.
     Earlier that day, SOPHIA of  Waukesha County 
will hold its annual Prayer Breakfast beginning at 8:30 
a.m. at La Casa de Esperanza, on Arcadian Avenue. 
Come hear inspiring words from passionate advocates 
for justice.
     Our Strange Brew/Soul Matters groups will meet, 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 17, at Magellan’s in 
downtown Waukesha, and at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 
18, at Café de Arts. Soul Matters packets are available 
at the church or electronically by contacting Patty 
Vanderpoel, office administrator, at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com.
     We will celebrate Easter on the 21st in a UU way. 
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   The annual auction is our largest fundraiser of  
the year and not only provides a substantial 
percentage of  our annual budget, it helps to 
create the social calendar for the year. 
     Our auction is set for April 27 starting at 6 
pm. Get ready to bid on some wonderful items, 
purchase homemade treats and have a great 
time. 
    Please consider making a donation to our 
auction. Donations can be submitted using 
the link on the home page of  our website. 
Donation forms are also available in the front 
foyer by the coat area.
     Past donation items include works of  art, 
ticket vouchers for area events, themed baskets 
and United UUC social events such as dinner 
parties and outings. 
     The deadline for auction donations is April 6. 
Contact Auction committee chair, Gilles 
Fouquart at gfouquart@gmail.com or Patty 
Vanderpoel in the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com with questions.
You don't want to miss the fun!

Schedule of  Events

6 - 7       Check in
              Dessert sale
              Silent Auction
7 - 8:30  Live Auction
8:30       Approximate time
              of  check out

United UU Congregation presents
the 2019 annual spring auction

Lights...Camera...AUCTION!
Saturday, April 27
starting at 6PM
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April Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
4/7 Edna Pfeiffer and Sara Toenes
4/14 Cyd Fode and Lisa Rosenthal
4/21 Ellen Poplawski and Geoff  Blankenmeyer
4/28 Gen Freese and Adele Revoy

Coffee hosts
4/7 Dona Lundin and Edna Pfeiffer
4/14 Barb Johnson and Sandy Zingler
4/21 Alex and Marcia Romashko
4/28 Kim Johnson and John Harvie

Please find a replacement if  you are going to be 
absent.

Threads United, April 3 and 17

     Threads United will meet at Marcia 
Romashko's house 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 3 and 17. The group is currently making 
quilts for Healing Hearts, a local non-profit 
agency that offers grief  support.  
     Contact Marcia at owasseh@yahoo.com 
for information.     

Sunday Potluck, April 14  

Our April potluck will feature salads and 
soups. 
     Sign up in the fellowship hall or contact 
Kaye Wickenberg at Kwickenberg@wi.rr.com 
or call 262-965-2048.

Ongoing collections

     Donation bins and baskets can be found in 
the front foyer by the coat area for: 
Shoes
Purses
Coats
Travel-sized personal care items    
     These items are collected, counted and 
delivered to area oganizations dedicated to 
helping those in need. 

United Blood drive, June 6

     Stock up on your spinach so you can donate 
blood at the United Blood drive on Thursday, 
June 6th; from 3-7 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
     Blood donations can be given every 8 weeks, 
so you can donate up until April 11 and still be 
eligible to donate at United's Blood Drive.
     If  you are a regular blood donor or a first 
time donor interested in saving lives, please 
contact Ellen Poplawski at erpop@wi.rr.com 
for more information. 

Due to the Easter holiday, the Social 
Action committee will meet one week 
later than usual, April 28 at 12pm

April Food pantry collection

     We are going to focus our food pantry 
collection this month on items for casseroles. 
Canned proteins, vegetables and soups can 
make tasty casseroles which are served up not 
only for dinners, but for holidays as well. A 
collection bin can be found in the front foyer 
by the coat area. 
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Religious Services, Meg Whaley

What is your committee up to?
We selected facilitators for upcoming services,
talked about upcoming services, and filling the
pulpit for summer.

Recent accomplishments?
Sunday Service

What do you need?
Ideas for guest speakers/ministers.

When is your next committee meeting?
March 19

Building and Grounds, Mike Reavis

What is your committee up to?
The building was cleaned four times in January
and four times in February. Paul Bergmann, 
Len Lamberg  and Rev. David shoveled snow. 
Alex repaired the Little Library roof. I reset the 
thermostat in the fellowship hall. Paul 
Bergmann is gathering information about the 
replacement of  the carpeting. Paul Bergmann 
put away the Christmas decorations and the 
coat barrels.

Recent accomplishments?
This is old, but when Louisa LeBlanc had her 
birthday party in the fellowship hall, a guest 
stated that she was impressed at how clean the 
restroom in the hall was.

What do you need?
What we need is PEOPLE.
We need more people to help remove snow. It's

not fair to rely on Paul Bergmann, Len 
Lamberg and Rev. David to shovel snow. Next 
season, we need to find a new snow removal 
company that will not only plow but will also 
clean the sidewalks and steps and salt. I 
bought 200 pounds and Paul Bergmann  
bought 200 pounds of  salt this season. I know 
it is a bit early, but we will need more people 
to mow grass in the summer. Susan Bergmann 
also pleads for help with flowers every year. 
She only gets help from Edna Pfeiffer  and 
Mary Duerson

When is your next committee meeting?
We do not have scheduled meeting, but have
informal meetings almost every Friday at 
lunch.

Social Action, Ellen Poplawski

What is your committee up to?
•Ongoing collections of  shoes and purses; and
travel-sized personal care products.
•Ongoing collection of  non-perishable food 
items for the local food pantries.
•Plans to prepare a meal for residents of  
Sienna House (men's transitional housing) and
Richard's Place (housing for people living with
HIV/AIDS).
•Discussions about a possible partnership with
MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary in
Milwaukee.

Recent accomplishments?
•Facilitated collection and delivery of  gifts to a
Waukesha family in need through Christmas
Clearing Council.
•Prepared and delivered a meal to residents of
Hebron House of  Hospitality.

Committee reports
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What do you need?
Volunteers to help prepare a taco dinner for
Sienna House and Richard's Place residents on
Sunday, March 31 after service.

When is your next committee meeting?
Sunday, April 28, 12pm.

BLM2WUU’s Deeper Dive Working Group, 
Marcia Romashko

What is your committee up to?
After attending the 3 day BLM2WUU’s Course,
“Do Black Lives Matter? Lectures and Deep
Dive Dialogues ," presented by Nurturing
Diversity Partners Reggie Jackson and Fran
Kaplan, we, the participants, gained not only a
deeper understanding of  the overwhelming
racial issues in our country, but we also learned
of  the racism which exists in our own UU
religion. To change the racist practices, we are
identifying the next steps that our working 
group,
guided by the BLM2WUU’s collaboration, can
take in our own congregation.

Recent accomplishments?
We have identified two next steps:
1. The implementation of  a measurement tool
with the congregation which will
give a clearer picture of  how we actually see
ourselves regarding racial justice in our
congregation.
2. The presentation to the Board of  the need to
re-evaluate and rewrite our
Vision, Mission Statement and Our Covenant to
include the goal of  racial justice.

What do you need?
Please ask congregation to explore the Black
Lives Matter 2 Wisconsin UU’s

(BLM2WUU ‘s) Facebook page.

When is your next committee meeting?
April 18, 2019

Auction Committee, Gilles Fouquart

What is your committee up to?
Preparing for 2019 Auction and streamlining 
the auction data gathering and printing of  
required documents through the use of  
google docs, sheets and forms.

Recent accomplishments?
Online and print forms complete. Initial tests 
of  mail merge successful. Receiving 
donations info both online and in print.

What do you need?
Nothing specifically. Keep thinking of  ideas 
for donations.

When is your next committee meeting?
TBD late March or early April.
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    General Assembly is the annual meeting 
of  our Unitarian Universalist Association. 
Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect, 
and make policy for the Association through 
democratic process. Anyone may attend; 
congregations must certify annually to send 
voting delegates. The 2019 General 
Assembly will be June 19-23 in Spokane, 
Washington. Most General Assembly events 
will be held in the Spokane Convention 
Center.

The Power of  We

     What do we want Unitarian Universalism 
to be? It is a time when we are asking big 
questions in our faith, and GA 2019 will be 
focused on digging into those questions 
together. It is a critical chance for 
congregational leaders and passionate UUs 
to set new goals and aspirations for our 
religious community. Help begin to reshape 
our Association and our congregations in 
new and powerful ways.
     This year’s theme is about collective 
power, “The Power of  We,” as well as the 
possibility, the purpose, the struggle and the 
joy of  what it means to be together in 
faithful community. In the past two years, 
Unitarian Universalism has recommitted to 
the work of  liberation inside and outside our 
faith community. The antidote to a time of  
dangerous dehumanization is a love that 
connects us to our deeper humanity. Come 
to Spokane to experience what our shared 
faith can become when we embrace the 
Power of  We.

Registration and Housing Open March 1

     GA Registration and the GA Housing 
Reservation System open at 9 a.m. PST at 
www.uua.org/ga

Excellent Programming

     GA will offer more than 100 programming 
selections over the course of  five days. This 
year, in addition to Theme-Based Programming, 
the schedule will feature Role-Based Track 
Programming, including time for discussion 
among attendees, sharing inspiring models and 
stories, and concrete suggestions for how to 
further the work or "take it home." More 
programming details are available at 
www.uua.org/ga.

Financial Aid Available

     The UUA is committed to the goal of  
making GA accessible to as many attendees as 
possible. Go to uua.org/ga in the month of  
March to learn about scholarships to support 
delegates - particularly those from marginalized 
groups - and volunteer opportunities (work in 
exchange for registration).
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Mindfulness Meditation Group on Tuesday 
Evenings

         The mindfulness meditation group meets every 
Tuesday evening from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the UUUC 
sanctuary.  This friendly and welcoming group 
provides an opportunity to learn or deepen a 
mindfulness practice. No previous meditation 
experience is necessary; an introduction and guided 
meditation will be provided for anyone new to 
meditation.
     The format for the group includes different types 
of  meditation practice, selected readings, and 
discussion of  readings and practice. 
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with any questions or 
simply join us any Tuesday.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, April 3 and 17

     The Buddhist study group will meet on April 3 and 17 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Linden Grove campus, 837 
Veterans Way, Mukwonago.  
     Any interested members, friends, or anyone who 
wishes to bring greater peace to their own minds are 
encouraged to stop in and find out if  this group might 
assist you, or someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Nonviolent Communication Practice Groups, 
Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon

     There are two Nonviolent Communication Practice 
Groups at United.  The Tuesday Morning group meets 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of  the month 
from          10:30 a.m. - noon.  The Thursday Afternoon 
group meets on the first and third Thursday of  the 
month from 1:00 - 2:30 pm. 
     The groups practice concepts from Marshall 
Rosenberg's book, Nonviolent Communication, A Language of  
Life.  
     Please contact Linda Gaughan at 
LMGaughan@yahoo.com or Bonnie Koehler at 414-940-
2805 or cre8livng@yahoo.com to learn more and to be 
put on the contact list.

Dances of  Universal Peace, April 18

     Approaching Wholeness through the Aramaic Lord’s 
Prayer
     Dances of  Universal Peace will be held on April 
18 at the United UU Congregation.We’ll begin at 7:00 
p.m., and end at approximately 9:15.
     Join us in an evening developed around the eight 
chants and movement meditations that combine into 
the whole Aramaic Prayer Cycle. Experience the 
wisdom and guidance Jesus offered via direct 
translations of  word roots and phrases he spoke 
during his lifetime, set to melodies that reinforce 
every individual’s part in the whole of  creation. 
     All dances will be taught, all are welcome, no 
previous experience necessary
     Dances of  Universal Peace participants are guided 
in a living experience of  unity, peace and integration. 
No performers or audience; all involved.
     An item to place temporarily on the altar is 
encouraged. A free will offering will be gratefully 
accepted. Bring comfortable footwear and a water 
bottle if  desired. 
     Direct questions to: Patti Kies at (262) 642-9289 
or pattiburncake@hotmail.com 



     In 1986 our congregation celebrated the 
sesquicentennial of  the founding of  the village of  
Mukwonago in 1836.  Members of  our 
congregation marched in the parade dressed up as 
some of  our founding members and famous UU’s.  
They received an honorable mention.     
     Our spiritual forebears, Sewall Andrews 
(Universalist) and Martin Field (Unitarian) and 
Henry Camp, were among the earliest arrivals in the 
village of  Mukwonago. Just 41 years later in 1877 
Field and Andrews would help found our church.  
By this time Henry Camp (1803-1868) had passed 
away, but his wife Emily played an active role in 
establishing our church.       
     The first settlers in the Mukwonago area were 

Charles Cox and his wife and children.  They lived in a 
covered wagon in what later became Jericho, in the 
town of  Mukwonago. Thomas Sugden and Joseph 
Smart came upon their camp in June 12, 1836 and 
spent the night with them before staking their own 
claims.  Three days later on June 15, Sewell Andrews, 
Henry Camp and Major Meacham from Andover, 
Vermont arrived and built a cabin one and a half  miles 
outside the village.  Later, they obtained permission 
from the Indians to build a 10x12 log cabin in the 
Indian Village of  “Mequaniqo” in return for a present 
of  two barrels of  flour.  This small cabin housed the 
three men that winter.                                          
      Martin Field and Ira Blood arrived in Mukwonago 
in October and were immediately employed to survey 
and plat the village, which they completed November 
24, 1836.
     An article in the autumn 1984 Landmark, published 

by the Waukesha County Historical Society says that 
the earliest settlers in Waukesha county were young 
(average 24.5 years), 74% were single, 94% were 
Protestant (reflecting the Yankee influence) and “all 
were farmers, but with a wide variety of  other 
talents.”      

     In 1986 our congregation celebrated the sesquicentennial of  the 

founding of  the village of  Mukwonago in 1836.  Members of  our 

congregation marched in the parade dressed up as some of  our 

founding members and famous UU’s.  They received an honorable 

mention.

   Sesquicentennial of  Mukwonago, 1836-1986   

by Susan Bergmann & Nissley Kaste  

Dr. J. Max Patrick, (our minister in 

Mukwonago in 1986) as an itinerant 

Anglican minister

Harriet Steele as Martha Frazier

L to R Av Farris as John Adams, Lorraine Farris as Louisa May Alcott, Jeanne 

Milliren as Beatrix Potter

In wagon, Gregory and Julia Milliren as Peter Rabbit and Mopsy Bunny

Not pictured, Charlotte Simpson as Abigail Adams and Mike Milliren as Judge 

Martin Fields

Marty Banerian as Sewall 

Andrew



April 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Mindful Meditaiton 
7pm

2 Threads 

United 9:30am

Buddhist study group 

6:30pm

3  

Non Violent 
Communication group 
1pm

4 5 6

7 8 Non Violent 
Communica
tion group  
10:30am,

Board meeting 5pm

Mindful Meditation 
7pm

9
Religious Education 
committee meeitng 
5:30pm

10
Exploring Spirituality 
7pm

11 12 13

Salad and Soup 
potluck, after service

14 15
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

16 Threads 
United 
9:30am

Strange Brew 6pm

Buddhist study group 
6pm

17 Soul Matters 
10am

Non Violent 
Communication group 
1 pm

Dances of Universal 
Peace 7 pm

18 19 20

21
May newsletter 
deadline

22
Non Violent 
Comunication group 
10:30am

Mindful Meditation 
7pm

23 24 25 26
Lights, camera, 
AUCTION! 
starting at 6pm

27

Social Action 
Committee meeting 
12pm

28 29
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

30


