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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

August 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

Summer Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 pm
Friday 9-3 pm
262-544-1050

August 6, 2017 - The Political Mind: How Neurology & Perception Shape 
Individual Politics- Philip Chard 

Philip Chard is a columnist for the Sunday Milwaukee Journal. He is a psychotherapist in private
practice, an author and speaker. His presentations are always thought provoking.

August 13, 2017 - Shaykh Noman

Please join us in welcoming back Shaykh Noman Hussain, the Imam/Resident Scholar of  the 
Islamic Society of  the Milwaukee-Brookfield Mosque. As members of  United UUC, we promote 
community understanding and welcome the diverse makeup of  all our neighbors. Information and 
knowledge help us further our identity as an understanding and welcoming congregation.

August 20, 2017 - Blessing of  the Animals - Rev. David Kraemer

Our interconnected web calls us to honor all the creatures with which we share this earth. The
animals that are most close to us are often our best teachers, confidants, supporters and care-givers.
As they bless us, we will bless them with our gratitude and our love. If  you have a pet who is
comfortable with a crowd, please bring them along for this annual event.

August 27, 2017 - Who Are You?- Andrew Agacki

Sensei Andy Jiyo Agacki has been a member of  The First Unitarian Society of  Milwaukee for 
almost 30 years and a practicing Buddhist for over 20 years. He says he has a lot of  conversations at 
bus stops, on the bus, at University, and in stores. Keeping an open mind is his “business.” It helps 
him to grasp life in all its iterations, and allows him to look deeply into life as a koan, as that Great 
Matter. It all boils down to what we THINK we are, and what we really ARE. 
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In mid-July, I sat on the dock at our family 
cabin drinking coffee at 6:30 a.m. in full 

immersion fog – you could not tell land from 
sky or water. It was so white the only thing I 
could really see were the cobwebby floaters in 
my eyes. And then once in a while, a tiny black 
delta would pop out of  the enfolding ubiquity – 
the head of  a turtle, emerging from the lake.

This cabin comes to us, I know, through a 
long chain of  privilege I enjoy. There is ample 
room for reflection on that. But I also 
recognize the deep sense of  self  I find there. It 
is a place I have spent my entire life.

I am grateful for the chance to spend some 
time there this summer, grateful for you, for 
indulging me in this. We have come through a 
great first year together, culminating in your call 
to me to be your settled minister. Thank you 
again.

While I’ve mostly managed to leave church 
work behind for this month, we have been 
making plans for an Installation. For those of  
you who experienced Schuyler Vogel’s 
Ordination, an Installation is much like that, 
with guest ministers in robes, special invitations, 
food, and hoopla. I think a major difference 
between the two is in the subject of  
celebration. You might think of  an ordination 
as being mostly about the minister. Installation, 
on the other hand, is about us. It is about the 
covenant we make in sharing ministry here in 
this congregation.

Our installation is set for 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 22. Please mark it on your calendars. More 
information will be coming as plans develop.

Letter from the Minister

In the meantime, I want you to know that 
I’ve not simply been sitting on the dock in my 
pajamas, thinking abstract thoughts about 
enfolding ubiquities or other euphemisms for a 
vague theology. Between the cabin and our 
house in Rochester, Minn., maintenance has 
been the God of  my life. I’ve been painting, 
fixing, carpentering, caulking, roofing, mowing 
and cutting firewood. With all this physical 
work, I had hoped to come back to you as 
some kind of  sculpted God, myself. Alas, I’ve 
not managed to shed any pounds. Perhaps too 
many s’mores.

I will be back for a few meetings and one 
Sunday with you in the pulpit in August. Then 
we will launch the church year on Sept. 10 with 
water communion, where we will share more 
of  our adventures. I will bring a bit of  lake 
water. See you soon.

Rev. David can be reached 
via email at 

minister@uniteduuc.org
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Announcements & Events

Email dre@uniteduuc.org or 
uniteduuc@gmail.com for 
more information.

Religious Education
  Our Religious Education class will resume in 

 September, when our Director of  Religious Education, 
Katelyn Berken, returns. 

 If  you have any interest in volunteering your time and 
talents with our Religious Education kids, please contact 
Rev. David at minister@uniteduuc.org or the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com

Welcome to our new Director of  Music!

Please join us in welcoming our new music director, 
Joe Menard.  

Joe comes to United with many years of  experience 
as organist and choir director at churches in Reedsburg 
and Milwaukee. Joe was eleven when he started his first 
job as assistant choir director at a Milwaukee Catholic 
church, kicking off  his lifelong love of  all things music.

 He has played organ and piano for choirs, churches 
and performance groups as well as teaching private 
music lessons.  He plays several other musical 
instruments too!  We are so excited to have Joe in our 
United community.  Welcome, Joe!

Summer office hours

While Rev. David takes a much needed 
break over the summer, the office will have a 
change in hours. 

Starting July 11 the office will be open 
Tuesdays and Friday from 9 am to 3 pm. 

Regular office hours will resume in 
September.

2017-2018 Directories

In September, the 2017-2018 
congregation directories will be printed and 
distributed to those members and friends 
who request one. Copies will be emailed out 
as well. 

If  there is any change to your 
information such as a address or phone 
number please contact the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com to have changes made 
prior to printing.
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United Solar Report

A group of  UUC members has been 
meeting to explore the viability of  solar 
energy for United UUC.  The group consists 
of  Dave Stolow, Alex Romashko, John Pauly, 
and Rev. David Kraemer.

The group has met with Huda Alcaff  of  
Wisconsin Green Muslims, and Amy 
Taivalkoski, who is an independent solar 
consultant.  Amy is also a UU.  The group 
also met with three solar installation firms and 
received the following bids.

Amy provided a report on the viability of  
solar for the United building.  The report 
included typical costs of  installing solar, the 
current revenue environment in Wisconsin 
with WE Energies, along with a 
recommendation that we limit the size of  any 
solar that is installed below our current 
average monthly usage.  WE Energies will buy 
excess energy production for only one-third 
as much as we are charged for our electricity 
usage.  

In February, the congregation voiced 
strong support for using some of  the 
proceeds of  the sale of  land along Miramar 
Road (approximately $54,000) for exploring 
solar energy. Solar was the second highest 
priority among more than a dozen options, 
behind only paying down the mortgage. On 
June 18, the congregation voted to pay down 
$20,000 of  the mortgage and to spend 
approximately $12,000 on a new sound system 
(the third highest priority). Prior to that vote, 
the board recommended earmarking up to 
$15,000 of  the remaining funds for solar 
energy, with an additional request for funds 
for this project to be sought from the 
congregation.

The three competitive bids we have 
received would call for an expenditure of  

between $25,000 and $28,000, with various 
rebates or grant programs available to reduce 
the final outlay. No decision has been made 
yet on which bid, if  any, to pursue. 

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE. We are asking 
those with strong interest in installing solar 
panels at United to consider contributing 
toward the cost. Such a contribution, of  
course, would be tax deductible, but would be 
in addition to a pledge already made. You may 
think of  it as a mini-capital campaign.

Additional funds will be necessary for an 
installation chosen from the following bids. It 
is our hope, too, that some funds from the 
Miramar sale will still be available for 
additional projects, including possible kitchen 
remodeling or continued improvement in 
hearing accessibility.

A congregational vote is necessary for any 
expenditure of  this size. Summer vacations 
and church life mean that such a vote is not 
likely until after the start of  the church year, 
Sept. 10. We want to use this time in summer 
to inform you of  our research, and to invite 
contributions toward this project. Please 
consider this summary of  the bids. Full details 
of  the bids are available from any of  the 
group listed above.
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UU consultant Report
UUUC Usage 13,800kWh / year
Proposed Solar system  9.18kW
Estimated cost per kW $3,000
Estimated costs $27,000

Estimated Installation cost per W = $3
WE cost per W = $0.13282, these rates are valid through 2019
Payback =22.6 years (this assumes that rates never increase)
If  the installation costs are $2 per W then the payback period is 15 years – if  rates increase 3% 
annually the payback period is 12 years ) 

Installer  Comparison
Install 

          panels    output size   Costs
Arch Electric 30 10.05 kW  13,537kWh/year 650 sq ft $27,829
Sunvest 36 9.54 kW    12,287 kWh/year $28,143

Convergence 33 11.22kW   14,400 kWh/year $25,134

Install Possible Year 1
             Cost Rebates    Cost

Arch Electric $27,829 $3,339 FoE $24,490
Sunvest $28,143 $3,377 FoE $24,766
Convergence $25,134 $3,000 RENEW $22,134
FoE – Focus on Energy Grants

As a final note, you should be aware that 
if  and when the roof  shingles need to be 
replaced, there will be a charge from 
whichever company we choose to take down 
and reinstall the panels. That charge could be 
as much as $5,000.
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                            August Greeters and Coffee hosts
    Greeters                       Coffee hosts

August 6  TBD                                  Adele Revoy and Lisa Bieri
August 13 Peggy Ann Harris and TBD         Cyd Fode and Erica Winkler
August 20 Dona Lundin and Chad Lantow   Peggy Lippke and Tudy Bollings
August 27  Gilles and Sarah Fouquart           TBD

          
Please remember, you are responsible for finding your own replacements if  you are unable to attend 
church on your scheduled day.

There are still open spots that I am looking for volunteers for. If  you are willing and able to help, 
please contact Patty in the office at uniteduuc@gmail.com.

Food Pantry collection

Hot and cold cereals are what we are 
focusing on for our August Food Pantry 
collection. 

Getting up and facing the day can be much 
easier if  you eat breakfast and an easy way to 
do so is with a quick meal of  a hot or cold 
cereal. 

You can find the donation bin in the front 
foyer by the coat area.
      To learn more about the Waukesha Food 
Pantry, see thier website at 
http://www.waukeshafoodpantry.org

Threads United, August 2, 9:30 am

The Threads United group is taking a day 
trip to the Quilt Expo in Madison on Friday, 
September 8. Contact Marcia Romashko,  at 
owasseh@yahoo.com or 262-968-4636, for 
details and sign up. We will be carpooling.

Starting in September, Threads will meet 
the first and third Wednesday of  the month 
throughout the church year.
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Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

Although not a United UUC group, The 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.

Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.

Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness

Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

 United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 

Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  healing. 
       No need to sign up. Join our group when you 
need to stretch yourself.

Please contact our office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com with any questions. 
        Donations to Jessisca are appreciated but not 
required.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, First 
and Third Wednesday of  the month

The Buddhist study group continues to 
explore and practice together at The Linden 
Grove campus in Mukwonago. We meet the 
First and Third Wednesday of  the month from 
6:30 to 8 pm.  

We enjoy the good company of  one 
another, discussion of  writings and teachings 
that are based on living mindfully and 
compassionately, and time in shared silence. We 
have also at times chosen other forms for our 
group meditation.  

Any interested members, friends, or seekers 
of  other people who wish to bring greater 
peace to their own minds in order to face the 
challenges of  the larger world are encouraged 
to stop in and find out if  this group might 
assist you, or someone you know. Our meeting 
space typically is in the upstairs conference 
room.. Linden Grove Mukwonago is located at 
837 Veterans Way. 

Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Dances of  Universal Peace, August 17

Join Dances of  Universal Peace in  sharing 
an evening of  experiencing chants and simple 
movements that celebrate this time of  later 
summer and show appreciation, through song 
and dance, for the varied gifts we are able to 
reap from nature's benevolence.

All dances will be taught, all are welcome, 
no previous experience necessary. If  you can 
talk, you can sing; if  you walk, you can dance.

Bring comfortable shoes, socks or slippers 
and a water bottle is desired. A free will 
offering is not required, but appreciated.

Dances of  Universal Peace will be held at 
United UUC, 506 N Washington Ave, 
Waukesha, starting at 7 pm and ending 
approximately at 9:15 pm

Direct questions to Patti Kies at 262-642-
9289 or email at pattiburncake@hotmail.com.



Page 8

Looking back, by Susan Bergmann, historian
THE DISPLAY CASE                          

PEWTER CHALICE AND GOBLET 
    The pewter chalice and goblets were most likely used for 
communion when the church was founded.  We used the bowl to 
pass the chalice from member to member when we moved to 
Waukesha in 2012.

EMILY CAMP PHOTO
    Emily was a founding member of  our church, and was on the 
committee to draft the program for the church dedication service in 
1879.  Her husband, Henry Camp, built the first log cabin in 
Mukwonago in 1836, after trading two barrels of  flour to the 
Potawatomi Indians in exchange for the land.  He and Sewell 
Andrews, who is also one of  our charter members, spent the winter 
there to stake their claim to the land.  

WOODEN COMMUNION CUP TRAY HOLDER 
    The communion cup tray holder dates back to the days 
when the Mukwonago church had communion.  I haven’t 
been able to find any records of  exactly when it was used, 
but it may date back to the church’s founding.

COLLECTION BOX 
    We are very fortunate to still have the original wooden 
collection box dating back to 1878 and the founding of  our 
congregation.   

STOLES
    There are two stoles in the cabinet, age unknown.  The red 
and white one has a cross on it and the purple and tan one 
has a Chalice.  The Chalice symbol didn’t come into being 
until 1941, and it wasn’t used by UU’s until the Unitarian and 
Universalist churches merged in 1961, so that would date one 
of  the stoles to sometime after 1961.

CARRIE LOBDELL 1885-1961 PHOTO
The inscription on the photograph reads:  

Carrie Lobdell
1885-1961, Beloved Sunday School Teacher

Pianist and Organist for 50 years
Mother of  Sara Eng

DEDICATION PLAQUE 
    The plaque is dated 1975 noting that 
the doors and lights in the church were 
lovingly dedicated to William Rupert, 
Alice Phelps Rider, Pearl Goetsch, 
Evelyn Swan, Arthur Vass, Maude Mair, 
Matilda Kastner and Bertha Mayhow. 

Carrie Lobdell is our longest serving Sunday 
school teacher.  She began teaching at the 
UUUSM Sunday school in 1900 when she 
was 14, and she was also the church organist. 
 The church honored her by declaring June 11, 
1950, “Carrie Lobdell Day”.



August 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

1 9:30 
pmThreads 
United

5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

6:30 pm Buddhist 
study group 

2 3 4 5

11:45 am Social 
Action:Advocacy 
meeting

6 7
6 pm Board meeting

7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

8
5:30 pm  Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

9 10 11 12

13 14
7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

15
5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

6:30 pm Buddhist 
Study group

16
7 pm Dances of 
Universal Peace

17 18 19

11:45 am Social 
Actions: Services 
meeting

20 21
7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

September newsletter 
deadline

22  

5:30 pm Yoga 
in the Sanctuary

\

23 24 25 26

27 28
7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

29
5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

30 31




