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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

July 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

Summer Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 pm
Friday 9-3 pm
262-544-1050

July 2, 2017 - Poetry Service - Meg Whaley

Please bring a spirit of  inquiry, creativity, and a poem that has meaning for you to share with the 
congregation.

July 9, 2017 - Putting Yourself  Out There: An Exploration of  Vulnerability 
 Guest Speaker Jessica Popp

What is vulnerability? What do we stand to lose when we share our authentic selves with the world 
around us? And what do we gain when we allow ourselves to become whole and open hearted?

 July 16, 2017 - Angels Who Have Forgotten - Guest Speaker Rev. Tony Larsen

Sometimes people appear in our lives who are incredibly helpful but who do not realize how much it 
means to us. Conversely, we ourselves may have had that effect on others without realizing it. As 
one recipient of  such blessings put it: “It's as if  they were angels who had forgotten who they 
were.”  Tony's sermon will help us think about the “angels” in our lives.

July 23, 2017 - Hide-and-Go-Seek / Where is your scripture now? 
              Guest speaker Mary Beth Danielson

The world wants to give us tweets, bumper stickers, mottoes painted on the walls, greeting cards, 
and novels with snappy titles on the NYT best sellers list. But what we need is clarity, courage, and 
hope that prevails against idiocy and fear. How do we find, recognize, and name what is scripture 
for us now?

July 31, 2017 - The DeMasi Brothers

United welcomes back the music and humor of  Joseph and John DeMasi.
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Letter From the Minister

Best line from General Assembly: In a 
Facebook post, people were asked to 

“describe your job badly.” Here’s what one 
minister wrote: “I tell people they have the 
power to change the world. And then when it 
doesn’t happen that week,… I repeat myself.”

That anecdote comes from the Rev. Cheryl 
M. Walker, who delivered the sermon at the 
Service of  the Living Tradition at the 2017 
General Assembly of  Unitarian Universalists in 
New Orleans, La. She did not write that quip, 
but gladly passed it on for the great joy of  the 
assembly.

Good news and great joy for all of  you here 
in Waukesha: You won’t have to hear me repeat 
myself  for a whole summer while I am on 
vacation.

So let me take this one last opportunity.
You have the power to change the world.
We have had a powerful year at United. I am 

so honored and grateful that you have called me 
to be your settled minister. This is an important 
step for this congregation, and for me. I hope I 
can live up to your promise. Thank you.

I am writing this while still at GA. It has 
been a powerful week here, with much 
conversation about how we live in to the 
principles we say we hold. We have been asking 
how we can be a faith that values the worth and 
dignity of  every person, a faith that in 1997 
specifically resolved to be an anti-racism, anti-
oppression, multicultural organization, and yet a 
faith that still embodies and perpetuates the 
latent beliefs and practices of  white supremacy. 
We are searching for ways to change that.

Along the way, we are electing a new 
president of  the UUA, the first woman 
president of  the association ever. And we are 

considering bylaws amendments that, through 
study and careful consideration, could change 
the language in the seven principles we hold in 
covenant, and maybe even add another.

There is powerful change at work here. It 
starts by knowing that if  we are to change the 
world, we first must change ourselves.

United also has worked to change itself. To 
move to a new home. To settle a minister. To 
find new ways to step out in the world. In the 
coming year, we will have much more to do. 
We will honor our principles in art and voice. 
We will invite members of  all ages into our 
community. And we will celebrate our 140th 
anniversary as a congregation.

I am looking forward to vacation. But even 
more, I am looking forward to a new year with 
you, one in which we will live in to the 
principles we say we hold. 

Rev. David Kraemer is 
available by email at 
minister@uniteduuc.org
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Announcements & Events

Email dre@uniteduuc.org or 
uniteduuc@gmail.com for 
more information.

Religious Education
  Our Religious Education continues throughout 

the summer. Volunteers from our congregation are 
helping to keep our program running until 
September when our Director of  Religious 
Education, Katelyn Berken, is back to resume our 
regular Religious Education classes.

 If  you have any interest in volunteering your 
time and talents with our Religious Education kids, 
please contact Rev. David at 
minister@uniteduuc.org or the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com

Mary Beth Danielson gets a hug from Lilly 
Beiriger at a celebration of  Lilly's 
graduation, June 18.
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Outstanding UUs Awarded at 2017 Annual 
meeting

Each year, United Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation honors an individual or 
individuals as Outstanding Unitarian 
Universalists. Here are the honorees for 2017.

Mike Dawicki 
Mike served as our board secretary this year 

and stepped up as chair of  a new fundraising 
committee, taking on coordination of  a bunch 
of  projects that so far have operated 
independently. He led a community fundraiser 
with Culver’s ice cream, shepherded the auction, 
and stepped up to a multitude of  tasks.

Bonnie Koehler
Bonnie is one of  the most generous spirits 

here at United. In late March and April, Bonnie 
set to work soliciting from a trove of  donors 
for the annual auction: Ace Hardware, Pacific 
Bistro ,Casa Del Rio, Café Buzzz, Apple Bee’s, 
Oilerie, Fava Tea, Bonefish Grille, Union 
House,Corner Stone Restaurant & Deli,Your 
Great Escape Massage Spa, Sassy Pants 
Lingerie, -- that’s just one email, and it doesn’t 
count the same number or more of  places she 
approached who declined to give us anything. 

Paul Bergmann 
(Continuing Service Award)

Paul so richly deserves this award for his 
long running and unflagging support of  the 
church. Among the many things he contributes 
are:

Cleans parking lot and sidewalks. Cleans 
back stair drain every week, so the basement 
doesn’t flood, and also helps keep the roof  

drain clean. Organizes snow plowing. Shovels 
sidewalks and the steps several times a week. 
Deals with contractors: electricians, plumbers, 
heating and cooling, chairlift. Led the 
downstairs renovation, and chairlift 
installation. Organizes the lawn mowers and 
mows and trims himself. Mops and he plunges, 
puts up shelves and towel dispensers and 
bulletin boards, installs locks, checks the exit 
lights, and keeps the smoke detector batteries 
fresh. He hangs the clocks and sets them back 
or forward for daylight savings time, finds 
replacements for appliances when they go 
kaput. And that’s just the little stuff. He’s also 
renegotiated our mortgage twice, found us 
better rates, manages, our endowment, does 
our taxes, keeps track of  our pledges and 
monthly reports and puts together our annual 
budget. The stewardship drive and the 
Christmas appeal would not happen without 
him. And on top of  all this he organizes our 
childcare, makes coffee, keeps the keys and 
closes up the building each Sunday after we all 
leave.

Many heartfelt thanks to all these United 
folks.
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Year round collection drives

  Remember, we are collecting shoes, 
boots and slippers as well as individual-sized 
personal cae items for various organizations 
within our community.  As of  June 18, we 
have collected 197 pairs of  shoes and 24 
purses!

     Donation baskets are located by the 
coat area.

Food Pantry collection

In July, we are focusing on collecting juice 
boxes and granola bars. These items tuck easily 
into a child's lunch box for school or day care.

You can find the donation bin in the front 
foyer by the coat area.
      To learn more about the Waukesha Food 
Pantry, see thier website at 
http://www.waukeshafoodpantry.org

We're hiring!

United is looking for a new Music Director. 
Our much loved Music Director, Chris Ruck, 
played his last service with us June 25.

We have posted ads in Craigslist and on 
Indeed.com. If  you know of  anyone who is 
interested in this part time position, please have 
them email their resume to the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com.

Backpack Coalition

In July, we will start collecting school 
supplies for the Backpack Coalition. This is a 
United Way sponsored event to help families 
in financial need supply their children with 
basic necessities for school.

Our focus will be:
*Serving as a collection point
*Forming a team to help pack the 
 backpacks with supplies
Details coming soon. Watch for our 

Friday Announcements and Orders of  Service 
announcements.
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Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

Although not a United UUC group, The 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.

Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.

Benefits include reduced stress and 
anxiety, and cultivating peace of  mind, 
concentration, and happiness

Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

 United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 

Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. 

No need to sign up. Join our group 
when you need to stretch yourself.

Please contact our office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com with any questions. 
        Donations to Jessisca are appreciated but 
not required.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, First 
and Third Wednesday of  the month

The Buddhist study group continues to 
explore and practice together at The Linden 
Grove campus in Mukwonago. We meet the First 
and Third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 to 
8 pm.  

We enjoy the good company of  one another, 
discussion of  writings and teachings that are 
based on living mindfully and compassionately, 
and time in shared silence. We have also at times 
chosen other forms for our group meditation.  

The group recently chose new reading 
material for the time between meetings  and 
started with chapter 1 of  Ezra Bayda's At Home 
in the Muddy Water. Used copies of  his book are 
available. Outside reading is optional and there is 
discussion within each meeting of  text that is 
read aloud. 

Any interested members, friends, or seekers 
of  other people who wish to bring greater peace 
to their own minds in order to face the 
challenges of  the larger world are encouraged to 
stop in and find out if  this group might assist 
you, or someone you know. Our meeting space 
typically is in the upstairs conference room.. 
Linden Grove Mukwonago is located at 837 
Veterans Way. 

Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at the 
group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.
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July Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeter                                        Coffee host
July 2 John and Kaye Wickenberg                Goeff  Blankenmeyer and Ellen Poplawski
July 9 Meg and Moni Whaley                Carol and John Pauly
July 16 Chet and Sally Celenza                 Jim Brownlow and Kelly Mindiola
July 23 Michol Ford, Mike Reavis and Larry Twerion    Dave and Melissa Stolow
July 30 Alex and Marcia Rommashko                Gen Freese and Bonnie Koehler
          
Please remember, you are responsible for finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

There are still open spots that I am looking for volunteers for. If  you are willing and able to help, 
please contact Patty in the office at uniteduuc@gmail.com.

The DeMasi Brothers are coming back to 
United!

We are pleased to announce we will once 
again have Joseph and John DeMasi at United 
UUC on July 30. 

Last August, we had the DeMasi Brothers 
give a service that was filled with music and 
laughter. Those who attended left with lifted 
spirits. This is a service you don't want to 
miss!

Summer office hours

While Rev. David takes a much needed 
break over the summer, the office will have a 
change in hours. 

Starting July 11 the office will be open 
Tuesdays and Friday from 9 am to 3 pm. 

Regular office hours will resume in 
September.
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Looking back, by Susan Bergmann, historian
THE DISPLAY CASE 

     In 2007, when we moved from our white clapboard church on Main Street in 
Mukwonago, we discovered all sorts of  items stashed away under the stairs, and in other odd 
corners.  Everything was dutifully packed into boxes, and moved to the UUUC where they 
sat for the next 5 years.  When we moved to Washington Avenue the glass fronted display 
case that was originally used as a book case in the minister’s office was moved into the main 
lobby and used to display many of  these items.  We are indeed fortunate to have found a 
home where we can display these items and honor our history.  

BRASS OFF-CENTER CROSS                                          
On the top of  the display case is the brass off-center cross that was presented by the Junior 
League and the church school.  As Universalism changed, the “Off  Center Cross” was 
designed in 1946 to acknowledge the Christian origins of  Universalism, while leaving room 
for the growth of  Humanism and the teachings shared with other world religions.  The cross 
was placed off-centered within a circle, a “symbol of  infinity” to represent “the all-inclusive 
faith of  Universalism”.

ROLL OF HONOR PLAQUE
On the wall above the display case is a Roll of  Honor for UUs who served our 
Country during WWII.  Before we moved, the wooden plaque was propped up 
against a wall under the stairs, beneath a pile of  junk.  It was in such bad shape, it 
looked like it should be tossed out.  Many of  the names were broken, but I felt it 
was important for us to remember these men and women, so I cleaned and patched 
it up.  Some of  the labels may be missing, but we have 13 names: Donald Davis, 
Sidney Eng, Walter Hillier, Lloyd Lobdell Jr., Herman Reichold, Avril Farris, Earl 
Ruppert, Ray W. Blott, Dr. Elmer Kern, Willis Sherman, Marilynn Rust, Glen 
Rintelman, and William Rust.  That’s quite a few names for a congregation that had 
approximately 74 members or 56 families.

WOODEN COLLECTION BOX 
According to a note on the wooden collection box it is one of  a pair of  collection boxes that came to 
Mukwonago in 1950 from Markesan.  It is likely that they came from Alice Phelps Rider.  I haven’t found any 
documentation to support this, but we do know that Alice lived in Markesan, and was a close friend of  our 
longest serving minister, Rev. Frederick Ringe.  Apparently she felt so badly about losing her church that she 
wanted to ensure that Rev Ringe’s congregation would not meet the same fate as hers, so when she died in 
1975, she left a trust to the Mukwonago UU Church.  I think it is highly likely that when her Church 
disbanded she gave us the collection boxes that belonged to her congregation.  Unfortunately we no longer 
have both boxes, and the decorative lid is missing from the one we have, but I think Alice would be happy to 
know we have it displayed in our lobby.   
                                             

L to R Off  Center Cross, Roll of  Honor Plaque and 

Wooden Collection Plate



July 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

11:45 am SAC 
Advocacy meeting

2 3

Happy 4th of 
July!

4 9:30 am 
 Threads 
United

5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

6:30 pm  Buddhist 
stugy group

5 6 7 8

9 10
5 pm Board meeting

7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

11
5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

12 13 14 15

11:45 am SAC 
Services meeting

16 17
7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

18
5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

6:30 pm Buddhist 
study group

19 20 21 22

23 24
7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

25
5:30 pm Yoga in the 
Sanctuary

26 27 28 29

30 31




