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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

February 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

February 5, 2017  - "The Truth in Chickens" - Rev. David Kraemer

Which might be subtitled “Cherish Your Doubts.” By the Chinese calendar, we are entering the year 
of  the chicken. So I have a chicken story of  my own to tell. It is a story of  community and 
connection, misplaced confidence, natural foods sort of, and who we are as Unitarian Universalists.

February 12, 2017 - "Who Are We Now?" - Rev. David Kraemer

Taken from the title of  a collection of  poems by Lawrence Ferlinghetti, this service is a kind of  
poetry slam of  great American poets, including UU EE Cummings. The United Choir will sing 
words from Langston Hughes. And of  course, Valentine’s Day is two days off. Rise to meet, and let 
the poetry move you. This also is International Darwin Day, so maybe something else will evolve.

February 19, 2017 - To be announced - Meg Whaley

February 26, 2017 "Let The Good Times Roll" - Rev. David Kraemer

Just before Fat Tuesday, or Mardi Gras, we will celebrate with young and old. This will be a 
multigenerational service. Children are invited to stay with us in the sanctuary. Count on having 
some fun. Costumes, masks, beads, purple, gold and green are all welcome.

Following worship, we will hold a congregational meeting on how to use proceeds of  
our recent land sale. 

Office hours
Mondays 9-3pm

Thursdays 9-3 pm
262-544-1050
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Letter From the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's hours
Monday 9am-3pm
Thursday 9am-3pm
minister@uniteduuc.org

In a recent move I came across a Spirituality 
Type Survey I filled out many years ago when 

I first came to Unitarian Universalism. I was 
surprised by some of  my answers, but was 
mostly struck by how similar they were to how I 
would respond now. I guess I haven’t changed 
all that much.

Under the heading “Religious Emphasis,” I 
said “A central purpose is that we live according 
to our values and ethics.” And under “Concept 
of  God/Truth,” I answered “We participate in 
the mystery of  the universe when we become 
co-creators of  the universe through our 
actions.”

I think I have always seen religion as very 
much of  this world. I think that is true of  
Unitarian Universalism, in various degrees, as 
well. This is a lived faith, and this is a Living 
Tradition. What we mean by that is our beliefs 
change and grow as the world turns around us. 
We no longer believe that the earth rests on the 
back of  a turtle, which stands on another turtle, 
which stands on another turtle, and so forth -- 
even if  the idea of  turtles all the way down is 
kind of  appealing.  We come to new 
understandings, new insights, new revelation, 
with each new day. Truth, for us, is not handed 
down in an ancient manuscript that stands for 
all time, but is shown to us every moment in 
ways both small and large. 

At the same time, what we do means at least 
as much as what we say. The true measure of  
righteousness is in how we live our lives, how we 
carry our faith into the world. 

As Unitarian Universalists, we sometimes 
take this to the extreme. I am thinking of  the 
quote by Ralph Waldo Emerson, “What you do 
speaks so loud that I cannot hear what you say.” 

Our identity, as individuals and as Unitarian 

Universalists, are what we will be talking about 
in February. Whoever you are, you are welcome 
here. Let your life speak out.

United members and friends joined 
Rev David as he hung our new 
Standing on the Side of  Love banner
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Announcements & Events
Religious Education, DRE Katelyn Berken

In February, we will begin our exploration of  
Buddhism. Our lesson plans are currently being worked on.
 Katelyn is  available by email at dre@uniteduuc.org

A Note from Chris Ruck, Music Director

Greetings, and Happy New Year! As we 
enter February, the choir is preparing a new 
anthem in recognition of  National African-
American History Month. "I Dream a World" 
was written by André J. Thomas, Professor of  
Choral Activities at Florida State University. 
For the piece, he set words by the esteemed 
American poet, Langston Hughes. Originally 
written during the months after 9/11, the 
song's hopeful message is no less relevant 
today. We look forward to sharing it with you 
this month!

Strange Brew - February 8 and 9

Strange Brew small group ministry sessions 
will be offered in the second week of  February, 
working from the Soul Matters packets for the 
month, which is themed “Identity.” Watch for 
Identity in your Inbox.

Strange Brew will meet at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 8, for beer and pizza at 
Magellan’s on Main, 370 W. Main St., and at 10 
a.m. Thursday, February 9, at Roots Coffeebar, 
363 W Main St., both in downtown Waukesha. 
Food and drink are on your own. Conversation 
and connection are free. All are welcome.
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Social Action news

Our Social Action Committee has been 
busy! Here’s a rundown of  some of  the work 
we’ve been doing as a congregation.

CHRISTMAS CLEARING COUNCIL 
Ellen Poplawski reported that enough money 
was collected in the 2016 drive to consider 
adopting three families in 2017.   Gen Freese 
kept the donor and gift statistics, purchased the 
gifts, and with help from church youth wrapped 
and delivered the presents.  .  

COAT DRIVE. Michol Ford reported that 
 92 coats along with mittens and gloves were 
delivered to the Hope Center

SHOE COLLECTION. Dona Lundin 
reported that 163 pairs of  shoes and boots have 
been given to the Hope Center.

THREADS UNITED. Marcia Romashko 
reported that 30 quilts are finished; half  will 
go to the Big Yellow House and half  to 
Healing Heart.   A label identifying this 
congregation and date will be attached to each 
quilt.

FOOD DRIVES. Hope Center and 
Waukesha County Food Pantry Food 
Collections are going well. Lisa Bieri 
coordinates these. For February, we will be 
collecting hot and cold cereals.

BLOOD DRIVE.  The 2017 blood drive 
will likely be held mid-May on a Wednesday. 
 Ellen Poplawski will survey congregants to 
determine how many will donate.

HEBRON HOUSE. The February meal 
will be prepared and served on February 5. 
Kaye Wickenberg will coordinate the cooks.

The Social Action committee meets on the 
third Sunday of  the month, following worship. 
Jim Brownlow will lead the next meeting on 
February 19.

Membership Class - March 5

A Membership Class to orient people to this 
church and this faith will be offered following 
worship on March 5. Membership chair Susan 
Bergmann and Rev. David Kraemer will lead the 
discussion.

This class is for anyone seeking to deepen 
knowledge and connection to United Unitarian 
Universalist and to Unitarian Universalism. The 
class will prepare people to become members of  
United. Membership is not required for anyone 
attending this class. If  you are simply interested in 
deepening your knowledge and understanding, 
please come.

We will talk about what UUs believe. 
We will share our individual journeys. And 
we will learn about this church and its 
mission in the world.

If  you are interested, please contact 
Susan Bergmann, Rev. David Kraemer, or 
Patty Vanderpoel, our office administrator.
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Threads United - February 1 and 15

Threads United is a sewing group which 
creates stitched items to donate to anyone in 
need in the Waukesha community. Threads is a 
very relaxed group, so you don't have to know 
how to stitch…we can teach you. Threads 
meets the first and third Wednesdays of  each 
month, including the summer, at Marcia 
Romashko's house from 9:30 a.m. to about 
2:30 p.m. with a break for your bag lunch.  For 
more information, please contact Marcia at 
262-968-4636 or owasseh@yahoo.com.

Yoga Class

Feel like stretching yourself ? That’s what 
church is for. Especially this month as we offer 
a six-week yoga class with Jessica Popp.

Class will run from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday for six weeks starting Feb. 8. 
Donations for the instructor are invited. At the 
end of  six weeks, we will reevaluate and 
consider extending the class. 

Please contact Office Administrator Patty 
Vanderpoel, Rev. David Kraemer, or Meg 
Whaley if  you are interested. It will help us 
greatly to know how many to expect.

Jessica is the founder and proprietor of  
HumanKind Yoga, LLC.  She is a 200-Hour 
Registered Yoga Instructor and graduate of  
Alignment Yoga, The UWM School of  
Education, and the School of  Hard Knocks. 
She’s also a certified facilitator of  “Eat Breathe 
Thrive” and a Certified Instructor of  “Yoga for 
First Responders.”

 Jessica is a trauma sensitive yoga teacher 
who specializes in offering practical tools and 
techniques for stress management, resiliency, 
and self  healing. She began exploring the 
practice of  yoga in her early 30s during a period 
of  extraordinary stress that spawned a struggle 
with substance abuse. Yoga has been her saving 
grace in more regards than she can count. Her 
passion is to share her love of  yoga with others 
interested in the practice, and offer her heartfelt 
support on your road to wholeness. She loves 
teaching like nothing else she’s ever done short 
of  being a mama.

About 80 people from WISDOM and 
SOPHIA gathered on Inauguration Day, 
Friday, Jan. 29, at the Dodge County 
Detention Center to call for humane change 
in U.S. immigration policy. Dodge County is 
where many deportees are warehoused on 
their way out of  the country. The group 
heard powerful testimony from a woman 
whose father disappeared into the facility, 
never to be seen by his family again, and by 
many former inmates of  Wisconsin prisons, 
who are now out and working together as 
EXPO, Ex Prisoners Organizing. Rev. David 
Kraemer, who now serves as president of  
SOPHIA, joined the group.
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Buddhist Study group - February 1 and 15, 
6:30pm

The Buddhist Study group continues to 
meet twice per month in Mukwonago, at the 
Linden Grove Campus,  837 Veterans Way, 
Mukwonago (formally County Highway NN). 
We gather in their upstairs conference room 
(reached by elevator or steps). Meeting dates 
are the first and third Wednesdays of  each 
month. Questions can be directed to Patti 
Kies by using the group's email alias 
buddha@uniteduuc.org

A period of  meditation in community is 
part of  all of  our meetings.We typically share 
a silent, seated meditation, but at times also 
incorporate walking meditation or guided 
meditation practices.

The group is open to members and 
friends of  the congregation, residents of  LG, 
as well as anyone who shares an interest in 
meditation and study of  the Buddhist path.

Dances of  Universal Peace - February 16, 7-
9:15pm

United member, Patti Kies invites you to 
join The Dances of  Universal Peace. It is an 
international movement and spiritual practice 
based on prayers and rhythmic motions from a 
range of  traditions and draws participants into 
a living experience of  peace, unity and 
integration.

Come as you are, with open mind and 
heart. Bring comfortable shoes, slippers or 
socks and a water bottle if  desired. A free will 
offering is greatly appreciated. 

Leaders for the evening will be Judith 
Kubish and United UUC member, Patti Kies.

They will meet at the home of  Marilyn 
Aurora - 2 blocks north of  United UUC - 1025 
W. Cumberland Dr. Please contact Patti Kies at 
262-642-9289 or pattiburncake@hotmail.com

United Book Club - February 15, 6pm

This month, the group is reading "The Boys in 
the Boat" by Daniel James Brown. Contact Rev. 
David Kraemer for details.

February Potluck - February 19

Our potluck for this month is a Baked 
potato bar. Along with potatoes we will 
need all sorts of  tastey toppings, bacon, 
cheese, sour cream - it's all good. Contact 
Kaye Wickenberg for details and the sign 
up sheet 

United board meeting minutes

The United board meeting minutes from the 
January board meeting will shortly be available 
to view on the fellowship hall bulletin board.

Our Culver's fundraising night brought in 
$250.00 for United!

Auction Committee Meeting - February 12

The Auction committee had a great kick 
off  meeting! We will have another meeting in 
February and hope more people will show an 
interest in helping out.

Stay tuned for the next meeting date. 



Page 7

February dates to remember

February 1, 9:30am - Threads United at Marcia Romashko's
February 1, 6:30pm - Buddhist Studies group at Linden Grove, Mukwonago
February 5, 11:45am - Hebron House meal preparation
February 8, 5:30pm - Yoga
February 8, 6pm - Strange Brew, Magellan's Pizza
February 9, 10:30am - Strange Brew, Roots Coffeebar and Cafe
February 12, after service - Auction Committee meeting
February 15, 9:30am - Threads United at Marcia Romashko's
February 15, 4pm - United Board meeting
February 15, 5:30pm - Yoga
February 15, 6pm - United Book Club
February 15, 6:30pm - Buddhist Studies group at Linden Grove, Mukwonago
February 16, 7pm - Dances of  Universal Peace, contact Patti Kies
February 19, 12:00pm - Social Actions Committee meeting
February 19 - Baked potato potluck
February 22, 5:30pm - Yoga
February 26, after services - Congregational meeting

February Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters Coffee hosts
2/5 Jennifer and Pam B Dave and Melissa S
2/12 Alex and Marcia R Genevieve F and Margaret D
2/19 Doug and Betty C Mary D and Cyd F
2/26 Kylee and Darlyn S Adele R and Lisa B

Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled 
day.

Mindfull Meditation Group

Although not a Untied UUC group, The 
Mindfull Meditation Group meets every Tuesday 
from 7:00 - 8:30 pm. at United, in the sanctuary.

Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and welcoming 
group of  people.

Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 

and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness

Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.
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Looking back, by Susan Bergmann

All sorts of  disasters befall churches, and 
our church is no stranger to challenges, 

but a foot of  pigeon poop ranks as one of  
the more amusing stories I have come across 
since becaming church historian.  Yes, a foot 
of  poop is exactly what three members of  the 
Building and Grounds Committee discovered 
in July, 1993 when they decided to clean the 
church tower, and replace the wire mesh 
around the windows to stop the pigeons from 
leaving their calling cards. 

 
The congregation knew there was a problem 
as droppings, feathers, leaves and other debris 
rained down on them every time the cord to 
ring the bell was pulled.  Even so, they were 
shocked by what they found when they 
ascended the ninety foot tower.  It’s hard not 
to laugh about it now, but I am sure it was no 
laughing matter at the time.   

 
Paul Matejek reported that, “It was beastly 
hot up there and the air was pretty foul.”  Not 
only did they find a foot of  manure, but also 
the skeletons of  several pigeons who flew in 
and then couldn’t find their way out.  

The committee’s ordeal was featured in a 
two page article with three photos on the 
front page of  the Chief  under the by line, 
“One fowl job”.  As you can see from the 
photo, the Committee members all had to 
wear face masks, and it took them nine hours 
to shovel and clean up the mess.  According 
to the Chief, “What was lost in the ordeal was 
a rent-free hotel for the pigeons.  What was 
gained was a clean bell tower, lower insurance 
rates for the church, and the magnificent 
sound of  the church bell, which had been 
muted since the fall, was restored.” 

Our newspaper clippings scrapbook attests 
to the impressive amount of  the publicity our 

church had in the Chief  in the nineties, but I 
am not sure that the bizzare bell tower cleanup 
story was exactly the kind of  publicity they were 
looking for.  After all, who would be attracted to 
visit a church that rained poop as you enter?  

(Article continues on next page)   
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As you can see from Nissley Kaste’s 
article, (printed below) in the 1993 August 
church newsletter, she was quite amused by 
all the attention.  I enjoyed her article, 
“Pigeon Poop Pleases Press”, and I hope 
you will too!  As a member of  the present 
Building and Grounds Committee I think I 
can safely speak on behalf  of  the the 
committee when I say we are all relieved 
that we no longer have a bell tower to take 
care of! 



February 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Threads 
United  
9:30am

Buddhist Study Group 
 6pm

1 2 3 4

Hebron House 
meal 
preperation

5 6 MIndfull 
Meditation, 
7pm

7
Yoga, 5:30pm

Strange Brew 6PM, 
Magellan's pizza

8
Strange Brew, 
10:30am, Roots 
Coffebar

9 10 11

Auction 
Committee 
meeting 12pm

12 13 Mindfull 
Meditation 
7pm

14 Threads 
United 
9:30am

Yoga, 5:30pm

Buddhist Study Group 
6:30pm

15 Dances of 
Universal 
Peace 7pm 
(contact Patti Kies)

16 17 18

Social Action 
Committee 
meeting

Baked potato potluck

19 20 Mindfull 
Meditation 
7pm

21 Yoga, 5:30pm 22 23 24 25

Congregational 
meeting

26 27 Mindfull 
Meditation 
7pm

28




