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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

November 2016 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

November 6 — Rev. David Kraemer
“A Beautiful City” 

The title of  this service comes directly from the anthem the choir has been rehearsing. “We can 
build a beautiful city. Yes we can. Yes we can.” Not a city in some other world yet to come, but a 
beautiful city, right here on this planet, in this land. On the Sunday before the election, let our 
message be one of  hope.

November 13 — Rev. David Kraemer
“Vagabonding in America” 

Our theme this month is “story,” so I want to share The Greatest Hitchhike Story Ever Told. You 
can learn a little more about me, and we can learn together some life lessons taken from the road.. 

November 20 — Rev. David Kraemer
“All the World for a Slice of  Pie” 

Thanksgiving is a time of  celebration, of  family, of  gratefulness. It’s also a uniquely American 
holiday, with lots of  mixed messages, especially for indigenous peoples. There is sweetness in 
thanksgiving, and some bitterness. Come consider how food connects us.

November 27 — Rev. Erich Moraine
“ The World is a Ghetto”

Please join us along with our guest speaker, Rev. Erich Moraine as we explore social justice as seen 
through the lens of  Zen.

Office hours
Tuesdays 9-3pm
Fridays 9-3 pm
262-544-1050
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In November, I would like to try something 
new. It’s a kind of  a mash-up of  some things 

we’ve been doing, and a few things I’ve brought 
with me. A “Strange Brew.” Which is what I’d 
like to call it.

First, what we’ve been doing. The Soul 
Matters small group meetings have been a good 
connection point for a core group of  people 
here. You all asked to continue these when I 
arrived, and so we’ve been offering a couple of  
times each month for these discussions.

I also learned early on that previous 
ministers, dating back the Mukwonago church, 
have been offering Coffee with the Minister. 
Which also has generated some good 
conversation.

Now some things I bring. Theology on Tap 
was a discussion group started in Sioux Falls 
when I worked there, an evening of  religion and 
spirituality, combined with some food and light 
alcoholic or nonalcoholic beverages, depending 
on choice. Some people here have been curious 
about this. And I know of  at least one other 
church in the area that does a similar fellowship 
event at a local tavern.

Also, I’ve been hearing that there is a group 
of  folks here who might have some time during 
the day to meet, which offers daylight hours for 
driving, especially for those who live out of  
Waukesha or who dislike driving at night.

What I’ve found over the past two months 
is that, while Soul Matters has been well 
received, the “homework” it calls for is 
sometimes difficult to get to in our busy lives. 
Also, the number of  people interested in this 
format is not large enough to sustain two 
groups. This dates back to Schuyler’s time.

So here’s what I propose. Let’s mash up 
coffee and conversation and Soul Matters and 
Theology on Tap and daylight hours and a 
chance to connect all together into two 
discussion groups, both called “Strange Brew.” 
The first will be held at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov.  9, at Magellan’s Pizza, downtown 

Waukesha. Beer, soft drinks and pizza will be on 
your own, or by twos or threes, as you like. The 
second will be 10 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 10, at 
Steaming Cup, also downtown Waukesha, with 
coffee on your own. We will try to meet in the 
back room at Steaming Cup. Strange Brew … 
coffee or beer … get it?

The format for both discussion groups will 
be the same: Opening words from me, deep 
check-in from all of  us, then open discussion 
based on materials from Soul Matters. Except 
that instead of  digging in to the Spiritual 
Exercises suggested in Soul Matters, as we have 
for the past two months, I’m going to pick and 
choose among the questions for reflection or 
similar resources in the Soul Matters packet, and 
come up with a discussion topic that will be 
more open-ended.

This means that the Soul Matters packet still 
will be distributed by Patty Vanderpoel at the 
beginning of  each month. We still will follow 
the themes and resource material offered by 
Soul Matters in worship. And I still encourage 
you to use the packet however you see fit, 
including trying out the practices it suggests. But 
the difference will be you should not feel 
obligated to cram for the readings before you 
come. Just as you do for church each Sunday, 
you should come as we are, with all your lives as 
your guides. We will find good and worthy 
things to talk about.

I hope to see you there.

Letter From the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's hours:
Tuesday 9am-3pm
Friday 9am-3pm
minister@uniteduuc.org
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Food Pantry Collection

For the month of  November, we are 
concentrating on collecting low sodium foods 
such as soup, low or no-sugar items, and fruit 
packed in water or juice.

I have made a decision to step down from my position as the Director of  
Religious Education. My final Sunday will be November 13th. 

I have greatly enjoyed my time in this position, however lately I do not 
have the amount of  time and energy to put into the program that the kids and 
families deserve. I have not had time to focus on my own family and 
furthering my own career. When I took this position, I was at a different place 
in my life. Now that my wife and I are focusing on starting our own family the 
weekends are the time I take to unwind, which I need now more than ever. 
Thank you for the opportunity to grow and work in this wonderful 
congregation.      
                         Darlyn
                                                      

Announcements & Events

No potluck for November 

There is NO potluck scheduled for the month 
of  November. Our next potluck will be in 
December. 
Watch for more details in our weekly 
announcements and the December newsletter.

Welcome training session

Don't forget that we are holding a Welcome 
training on Sunday, November 6, after services 
to help you hone your skills for greeting 
visitors and guests each Sunday. 
Please attend if  you can or contact Rev. David 
or membership chair, Susan Bergmann.

Islamic mosque tour

Shaykh Normam Hussain,  Islamic Society of  
Milwaukee- Brookfield, has invited members of  
our congregation to visit and tour his mosque in 
Brookfield on Sunday, November 6 at 3 p.m. 
  Shaykh Norman Hussain spoke to our 
congregation on August  14.  If  you want to 
attend, please confirm with Faye Flesia, Social 
Actions Committee co-chair, at 262- 547- 9060 
or fflesia@wi.rr.com.  Also let her know if  you 
would like to carpool to the mosque from 
UUUC parking lot.

Social Action Committee

The Social Actions Committee will hold it's 
next meeting on Sunday, November 20 at 
11:45am.

A Message From Darlyn Summers, DRE
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Threads United - November 2 and 16, 
9:30am

Threads United is a group which was 
formed as part of  our Social Action 
Committee in June of  2014.  Our group has a 
twofold purpose:  first, to create stitched items, 
currently lap quilts, to donate to anyone in 
need in the Waukesha community and second, 
equally important and rewarding, to create a 
bond between those who join in the adventure! 
 Threads is a very relaxed group, so you don't 
have to know how to stitch…we can teach 
you.

Threads meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of  each month, including the 
summer, at Marcia Romashko's house from 
9:30 a.m. to about 2:30 p.m. with a break for 
your bag lunch.  For more information, please 
contact Marcia at 262-968-4636 or 
owasseh@yahoo.com.

Share your Thanksgiving table!

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to share 
our homes (and turkey!) with international 
students who will be left on campus with limited 
food and company over the Thanksgiving break. 
 As an exclusively American holiday, attending a 
real Thanksgiving dinner is a wonderful cultural 
event for our internationals and adds an 
charming twist to the traditional festivities.

If  you would be interested  opening your 
Thanksgiving feast, or any meal/time/excursion 
over the holiday weekend, please let me know by 
emailing cfode@carrollu.edu by November 10th. 
 We generally like to send a minimum of  two per 
household, but feel free to request more if  you 
like.  You are encouraged to contact me with any 
further questions or concerns you may have.

Please note that since the campus is closed, 
transport to and from the Campus Center 
parking lot will be up to the host family.   

With thanks for your consideration and kind 
regards,

Cyd
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November dates to remember

November 2, 9:30am - Threads United
November 2, 4pm - Board meeting
November 2, 6pm - Regligious Sevices meeting
November 2, 6:30pm - Buddhist Study Group, Mukwonago
November 3, 6:30pm - The Anonymous People documentary, part 1
November 6 - Daylight Saving Time ends
November 6 - Fruuts and Nuuts sale ends
November 6, 3pm - Islamic mosque tour
November 8 - Election Day
November 9, 6pm - Strange Brew - Magellans Pizza, downtown Waukesha
November 10, 10am - Strange Brew - Steaming Cup, downtown Waukesha
November 10, 6:30pm - The Anonymous People documentary, part 2
November 10, 7pm - Zen Path
November 16, 9:30am - Threads United
November 16, 6:30pm - Buddhist Study Group, Mukwonago
November 20, 11:45am - Social Actions committee 
November 22 - December newsletter deadline

If  you add Soul Matters to either coffee or 
beer, you get "Strange Brew"!

Each month, we meet for Soul Matters 
where we explore and discuss spiritual themes. 
We're changing things up a bit and combining 
Soul Matters with Coffee with the Minister. But 
why stop there? If  you attend Strange Brew for 
the evening session, you can have beer! Coffee, 
beer...brew! Get it? We can connect over 
conversation as well as with food and drink.

The evening session this month will be on 
November 9, 6pm at Magellan's pizza - 
370 W. Main Street in downtown Waukesha.

If  coffee and daylight is more to your liking, 
join us at The Steaming Cup on November 10, 
10am. The Steaming Cup is located at 
340 W. Main St., also in downtown Waukehsa.

For more information, see Rev. David's 
Letter from the Minister or contact him at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

A message from the office

The ComUUnicator is now in it's new 
format. It's a format we have not used  since 
December 2014.   Since it is now an email with 
an attached pdf, you can read it on your 
computer as well as print it out at home. 
(Copies will still be available at the church.)

This is the first month of  the new 
ComUUnicator and also the first month of  
using new software. I anticipate that we will 
need to make changes here and there.  Let me 
know what you think and what you'd like to see 
each month!

Email me at uniteduuc@gmail.com.

Thanks!
Patty, Office Administrator
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United Book Club

The United Book club will be meeting next on 
November 30, 6pm in the United Library.
If  you have questions, please contact Geoff  
Blankenmeyer

November Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
11/6 Michol Ford and Mike Reavis
11/11 Goeff  Blankenmery and Ellen Poplawski
11/20 Margaret Devlin and Peggy Lippke
11/27 Alex and Marcia Romashko
Coffee
11/6 TBD
11/13 Chet and Sally Celenza
11/20 Kathy Wyler and Mike Zinke
11/27 Kim Johnson and John Harvie

Coat drive

If  you have not seen it, we have a bin 
in the foyer by the coat area for collecting 
donations of  coats now. Cleaning out 
your closet? Kids don't fit into last year's 
coats?  Not a big fan of  the coat Aunt 
Ethel gave you last year? Donate it and 
help others keep warm this winter! Your 
generosity is very much appreciated!

And don't forget, we are always 
looking for donations of  shoes and 
purses as well for the Hope Center!

What have UU been up to?

Shirley Stoll and Marilyn Vidergar enjoying John 
Pauly's sailing trip that they bid on at thie year's 
auction

The Anonymous People documentary

The Anonymous People is a feature documentary 
film about the more than 23 million Americans 
living in long-term recovery from addiction to 
alcohol and other drugs. The moving story is told 
through the faces and voices of  citizens, leaders, 
volunteers, corporate executives , public figures 
and celebrities who are sharing their experiences to 
save the lives of  others just like them.

United is hosting a viewing of  this film in two 
parts:
Part 1: Thursday, November 3, 2016, 6:30-8PM
Part 2: Thursday, November 10, 2016, 6:30-8PM
Each night focuses on different topics and 
discussions will follow both showings.
You do NOT have to go to both parts. Come 
when you are able.

For more information please contact Rev. David 
Kraemer at minister@untieduuc.org or Adele 
Revoy at maryadele_revoy@yahoo.com.

Rev. David Kraemer and Chet Celenza at Pauly's 
UUUlympics party
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After 4 years we raised $16,700 so we could 
complete the renovation of  our fellowship hall. 

 The walls were finished in April and the ceiling was 
installed in September, along with new LED lighting. 
 We are all thrilled with the quieter, warmer and more 
aesthetically pleasing Fellowship Hall.  The work was all 
done by contractors except for the painting and 
numerous cleanups.  

Contrast this project with the renovation of  the 
sanctuary that the congregation undertook in 1995. 
 With the tall ceilings scaffolding had to be erected so 
the cracks in the ceiling could be repaired and painted. 
 The raised area at the front of  the sanctuary was 
extended, and the windows were removed and repaired. 
 One member of  the congregation was paid to do some 
of  “skilled labor” such as repairing the cracks, but the 
most amazing thing about the 1995 project was that a 
crew from the congregation did all of  the rest of  the 
work.  Most of  the members who worked on this 
project are no longer with us, but we do have a photo 
of  Jim Brownlow working on one of  the windows.

1995 Sanctuary Renovation

Roger Boss

Jim Brownlow

Patching the ceiling

Window repairs

Enlarging the stage area

Looking Back

Susan Bergmann, Historian



November 2016
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Threads 
United 
9:30AM

United Board Meeting 
4PM

Buddhist Study Group 
6:30PM

2 The 
Anonymous 
People 
documentary (Part 1) 
6:30PM

3 4 5

Welcome 
Training 
11:45AM

Fruuts and Nuuts sale 
ends

 Islamic mosque tour 
3PM

6 7 Election Day 8 Strange Brew 
6PM at 
Magellans 
Pizza

9 Strange Brew 
10AM at The 
Steaming Cup

The Anonymous 
People documentary 
(Part 2) 6:30PM

Zen Path 7PM

10 11 12

13 14 15 Threads 
United 
9:30AM

Buddhist Sudy Group 
6:30PM

16 17 18 19

Social Action 
Committee 
meeting 
11:45AM

20 21 December 
newsletter 
deadline

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 United Book 
Club 6PM 30




